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Board of Commissioners Meeting Room and via Zoom

Thursday, July 28, 2022
8:30 A.M.

AGENDA
1. Call to Order
2. Public Comment
3. Karla Smith-Kasten

-

P.A. 69 Recycling Update

4. Recycling Program Report (APPENDIX A)
5. A request to add a related document “Guide to Going Green at Home” to the
County Website (APPENDIX B)
6. Scrap Tire Event Summary
7. Household Hazardous Waste Collection 2022 Flyer (APPENDIX C)
8. Other Items from Committee Members
9. Adjournment
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APPENDIX B

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Gordon L. McLellan
Kristyn Malkowski; Lisa Sagala
Re: Manistee County
Wednesday, July 20, 2022 12:16:08 PM

Hi all,
So fobm.org is some sort of citizens action group out of Alabama. It does list Platt as a
member. The website she linked to doesn't seem to have any dangerous content or malicious
purpose, like it's not trying to sell some miracle solution.
It would be safe to include on the website, or maybe bring it up at the next green team
meeting?
Thanks,
Gordon
From: Kristyn Malkowski <kmalkowski@manisteecountymi.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 11:01:03 AM
To: Gordon L. McLellan <gordon@manisteecountymi.gov>; Lisa Sagala
<lsagala@manisteecountymi.gov>
Subject: FW: Manistee County
What would be your thoughts on this? I am unsure of who Ms. Platt is, would she be a teacher here
in Manistee?
-----Original Message----From: Ruth Platt <ruth.platt@fobm.org>
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 10:53 AM
To: Kristyn Malkowski <kmalkowski@manisteecountymi.gov>
Subject: Manistee County
[WARNING: External Message - Use extreme caution opening links or attachments]
Good Morning Kristyn,
I wanted to send some positive feedback- I was teaching an environmental science lesson to the kids
in my summer nature program, and when they were doing a sustainability webquest they ended up
on the Manistee County Recycling webpage (this page here
https://www.manisteecountymi.gov/356/Recycling ) They thought I should tell you we were using it
as a resource and found some great information so thanks :)
They also decided it would be nice of us to return the favor, so I had them pick out a good resource
for us to share with you! Part of their project was learning about steps we can take at home to be
more eco-friendly, and they picked out a great guide to being green at home....
"Guide to Going Green at Home" - https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
It's great for kids - we were most interested in learning about reducing our footprint, so they thought
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it'd be a helpful addition to the "Quick Links" on your Recycling page they found... would you be
able to? They'd be so proud and I'd love to show them their suggestion :) Thanks so much again
Kristyn and have a wonderful day!!
Sincerely,
Ms. Platt & Jessica, Jocelyn, Adam, and Madalyn

7/20/22, 2:50 PM

The Money-Saving Guide to Going Green at Home
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MENU

The Money-Saving Guide to Going Green
at Home

Is being eco-friendly at home a goal of yours, especially now that we are
spending more time there due to COVID-19? It can be overwhelming to
figure out how to be more environmentally friendly at home, especially
with a tight budget. Fortunately, there are many ways that being
sustainable and saving money can go hand in hand. In fact, going green is
usually the ideal option for saving “green”!

https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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usually the ideal option for saving green !
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By reducing waste, choosing energy-saving options, cutting out single-use
plastics, and taking other simple steps, we can strive for a more planetoriented and frugal lifestyle as individuals and as a family. The key is to
make small, manageable changes that will add up over time. That way, the
whole family can adjust seamlessly and feel like they are making a positive
difference. Consider this simple but powerful quote when embarking on
your journey to be more environmentally friendly:

“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” — Lao Tzu
There are plenty of little habits we can implement in our homes that can
help reduce landfill waste, create cleaner air, reduce deforestation, and
conserve natural resources, all while being kind to your budget. We have
compiled tips for being eco-friendly and have split them into easily
digestible categories such as water conservation; reduce, reuse, and
recycle strategies; sustainable landscaping and gardening; green
parenting; and encouraging your children and teens to get engaged with
saving the planet, so if your children ask how to save the environment,
you will be prepared!
To get started, here is a collection of excellent resources on the frugal
basics of going green and the reduce, reuse, recycle lifestyle:
Going Green and Saving Green by Citizens Bank
Financial Literacy: Saving Green by Being Green from Duquesne
University
Household Carbon Footprint Calendar by the Environmental Protection
Agency
https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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Green Eco Tips for Sustainable Living by Global Stewards
The Sustainability Guide for College Students on a Budget by
CouponFollow
Tips for Living Green by UCLA Sustainability
Green Your Home by Green America
45 Sustainability Resources You Should Know by Purdue University
9 Ways to Make Your Home Greener by U.S. Green Building Council

How to Reduce Water Usage at Home
Agriculture and business account for much of America’s water
consumption, but residential water usage is also significant. The
Environmental Protection Agency reports that the average American
family of four uses approximately 400 gallons of water daily. With
drought affecting significant areas of the United States (you can view an
alarming, up-to-date U.S. drought map here), it’s important that we work
toward reducing water consumption. Another shocking statistic is that
the average U.S. per capita water use is 170 gallons per day, while in
Australia, it is only 36 gallons per day. Despite this massive difference,
Australians still enjoy a high quality of life. This proves that there is plenty
we can do to reduce water consumption while saving money. Here are
some thrifty tips to get you started on saving water in your household:
Turn off faucets. According to the EPA, a bathroom faucet pours out
about 2 gallons of water per minute. Small steps such as turning off the
tap while you brush your teeth and shave can save hundreds of gallons
monthly.
https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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Find and fix leaks. A slow trip from a leaky faucet can waste as much as
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20 gallons daily. A leaky toilet can waste 10 times that amount, 200
gallons a day. By making an effort to find and fix leaks, you can save water
and money.
Use every last drop. Find ways to reuse water. For example, put a large
bucket in the shower to collect the water while you’re waiting for it to get
hot. You can use this to water your houseplants or your garden.
Rinse more efficiently. If you have a dual sink, fill one side with hot, soapy
water for washing and the other with cool, clean water for rinsing. The
EPA estimates that this can cut water use in half. Single sinks can use large
bowls or tubs for washing and rinsing.
Use a WaterSense-certified showerhead. Showering accounts for nearly
17% of home water usage, up to 40 gallons a day. By using a WaterSensecertified showerhead, you can significantly reduce water use while still
enjoying similar shower performance.
Only wash full loads. Try to only run the dishwasher and washing machine
when you have full loads. Also, scrape your plate instead of rinsing it
before putting it in the dishwasher.
Here are some additional water-saving resources:
Start Saving by the Environmental Protection Agency
Simple Steps to Save Water by Energy Star
100 Ways to Save Water by the City of Wichita Falls
Water Saving Tips by AustinTexas.gov
Conserving Water, One Drop at a Time by Energy.gov
https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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Saving Water Makes Good Sense by the NYS Department of
Envirommental Conservation

Tips for Sustainable Landscaping and Gardening
Growing your own fruits and vegetables, flowers, shrubs, and trees can be
such a rewarding and healthy part of homeownership. If you are striving
toward green homeownership, being sustainable while landscaping and
gardening is an excellent place to start. Of the 29 billion gallons of water
used daily by households, 9 billion is used outside, mainly for landscape
irrigation. Some sustainable landscape solutions include watering by
hand, since automatic irrigation systems can use 50% more water. Faulty,
leaky automatic irrigation systems can waste even more water. Here are
some quick tips for saving water outside:
Water early in the morning. Experts estimate that 50% of water that is
used outside is wasted through evaporation, wind, and runoff.
Step on your lawn. Grass does not always need water just because it’s
hot out. Step on it — if the grass springs back, it doesn’t need water.
Leave grass longer. Longer grass helps grow deeper roots, resulting in a
more drought-resistant lawn, reduced evaporation, and less weeds.
Plus, longer grass tends to look more green naturally.
Sweep instead of hose. Sweep sidewalks, steps, and driveways instead
of hosing them off.
Choose native plants. Native plants are wildlife- and pollinatorfriendly, are more adaptable to the climate (therefore saving water), can
help reduce the use of pesticides and fertilizers, are low-maintenance,
and can cut lawn care costs.
https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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Composting is another wonderful way to help your garden thrive while
following a reduce, reuse, and recycle lifestyle. By using organic items
such as twigs, grass, and certain food scraps for compost, you can create
rich, nutritious, and naturally pest-resistant soil. Here are some additional
resources to help you save water outside, begin composting, and make
your lawn and garden more eco-friendly:
10 Tips for Outdoor Water Conservation by Regional Water Providers
Consortium
7 Tips for Saving Water in Your Landscape by American Society of
Landscape Architects
Landscaping Water Conservation by Energy.gov
25 Ways to Conserve Water in Your Garden and Landscape by HGTV
Composting at Home by the Environmental Protection Agency
What to Plant by the Environmental Protection Agency
Why Native Plants Matter by Audubon
Native Plant Finder by National Wildlife Foundation

Conservation Tips for Kids and Teens
For a household to be successful at being more environmentally friendly,
the whole family should be on board. Fortunately, many methods for
becoming a green family also save money, such as reducing red meat

consumption, choosing secondhand clothing as children grow, and
playing outside instead of watching television. By cultivating green values
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in our children starting from an early age, we can work toward a healthier
planet. Children learn by example, so these green parenting resources are
a great place to start:

10 Tips for Eco-Friendly Parenting by WebMD
The Ultimate Guide to Green Parenting by Parents
30 Totally Doable Ways to Be a Greener Parent by Parents
Tips for Green Parenting by New Parent Support
Raising Earth-Friendly Kids by KidsHealth
There are many ways to empower children to take small, sustainable steps
toward being more conscious and responsible environmental citizens.
Here is a collection of resources that are focused on helping children and
teens make choices that can reduce environmental impact and promote a
brighter future:
Recycle This! By NASA Climate Kids
100+ Ways to Conserve Water by Water Use It Wisely
Be a Green Kid by KidsHealth
Green Tips by National Geographic Kids
[51 Ways Kids Can Go Green](https://hrcaonline.org/Portals/0/51
WAYS KIDS CAN GO GREEN.pdf) by Highlands Ranch Community
Association
Games, Quizzes, and Videos About the Environment by Environmental
Protection Agency
https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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Learning and Teaching About the Environment by Environmental
Protection Agency
Kids Environment Kids Health by National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle by National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences
Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle Tips for Kids by ReuseThisBag.com
Simple Ways for Tweens and Teens to Go Green by Chicago Parent
15 Tips for Green Living in College by The Princeton Review

Tips for Saving Money on Environmentally-Friendly
Products
While using less energy and water are easy steps to take that allow you to
help the environment and save money at the same time, other steps might
be a little more cost prohibitive. That is unless you know where to look!
Some eco-friendly products such as all-purpose cleaners, hair care
products, soaps, and more can be more expensive than other products on
the shelves. In order to make these products more affordable, you can
find coupons for major retailers such as Target and Walmart. The same
can be said about energy efficient appliances and electronics. When
you're buying appliances from stores like Sears, Costco, Best Buy,

Lowes, and Home Depot you can typically find coupons to help bring
those costs down. On top of the discounts you can get with coupons, the
appliances themselves will continue to offer savings on energy costs for
years to come. Who knows, they might eventually even pay for
themselves!
https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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Start Going Green Today!
It does not have to be an expensive endeavor to create a more
environmentally friendly household and to live in a more Earth-conscious
way. With the right knowledge, determination, and teamwork, you and
your family can take small steps towards a more budget-friendly,
sustainable lifestyle. If going green is a priority for you, this guide is an
excellent start. The important thing is to make small, manageable changes
that will add up over time.

Similar Articles

GUIDES

The Sustainability Guide for
College Students on a
Budget
09/06/19

https://couponfollow.com/research/home-green-guide
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APPENDIX C

Measurable Impact

Volunteers Appreciated

Manistee County collected 30,052 lbs
of hazardous waste in 2021!

This collection is a service to the community and
it takes many volunteers on the day of the event
to ensure this program continues.

Electronics:

4,631 lbs

Oil/Auto Fluids:

5,147 lbs

Oil-based Paints:

5,242 lbs

Pesticides:

2,783 lbs

Pharmaceuticals:
Other Hazardous Waste:

12,043 lbs

Safe disposal of hazardous waste
not only protects our local natural
resources but also our health.

Tips for Safe Transport of
Hazardous Materials:

•
•
•
•

We are looking for dedicated participants!
Volunteers are needed to collect surveys, direct
traffic, sort batteries, and unload electronics. If
you would like to be involved, please contact
Manistee Conservation District.

206 lbs

Thank you for doing your part!

•

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection 2022

Keep items in their original and labeled
containers.
Do not mix contents of unknown or
unlabeled containers.
Do not transport containers with open lids.
Secure all containers so they cannot slide,
tip or spill contents; away from passengers.
55 gallon drums must be removed from
premises by producer.

Clean Sweep is made possible by a
strong and unique state, federal,
local, and industry partnership.
Thank you to Michigan
Department of Agriculture’s
Clean Sweep Program, the
Manistee Conservation
District, the Household
Hazardous Waste
Committee, United Way,
Manistee County Community
Foundation Environmental
Fund, contributions from local county
government including townships, villages, and
cities within the county, and personal donations.

Manistee County
Dispose of unused, unwanted,
outdated cleaners, pesticides,
pharmaceuticals, electronics,
batteries & more

August 20, 2022
9 am – 1 pm
Manistee County Road Commission
8946 Chippewa Hwy • Bear Lake, MI

Suggested Minimum Donation: $15

MANISTEE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MANISTEE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

8840 Chippewa Highway
Bear Lake, MI 49614
(231) 889-9666
www.manisteecd2.org

8840 Chippewa Highway
Bear Lake, MI 49614
(231) 889-9666
www.manisteecd2.org
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Acceptable Materials

Unacceptable Materials

From Your House
Aerosols
Appliances
Batteries
Bug sprays
Cell phones
Dry-cleaning solvents
Dyes
Electronics
Fire extinguishers
Floor care products

Fluorescent light bulbs
Household cleaners
Ink cartridges
Lighter fluid
Medicines
Mercury
Muriatic acid
Rust removers
Silver polish
Small appliances

Items Not Accepted:






•
•

Gasoline
Grease
Kerosene
Motor oil
Oil/gas mixes
Oil filters
Transmission fluid

•

From Your Workshop
Alcohols
Creosote
Glues/adhesives
Epoxies
Paint brush cleaners
Polyurethane
Turpentine
Varnish/sealers
Wood stain

Paint Products
• Oil-based paint
• Lead-based paint
• Car paint
• Artist paint
• Paint thinners
• Paint strippers
• Primer
**No Latex Paint

From Your Farm, Yard & Garden
Algaecides
Fertilizers
Fungicides
Herbicides
Insecticides

Insect killers/repellants
Mouse/rat poison
Pesticides
Pool chemicals
Weed killers







Radioactive materials
Tires
Styrofoam
Waste from spills
Fiberglass

Disposal options for these items:

From Your Garage
Antifreeze
Brake fluid
Car batteries
Car wax
Diesel fuel
Engine cleaners
Fuel oil

Ammunition
Explosives
Household trash
Latex paint
Infectious meds

Ammunition/Explosives: Sheriff’s dept.
Latex Paint: Latex paint is not considered
HHW and therefore can be disposed of in
the trash. Remove lid and add cat litter to
dry out the paint prior to disposal.
Tires: Scrap tire collections are planned
for 2022 pending grant approval, dates
and location to be determined, or
accepted for a $3 fee for cars and light
trucks at Manistee Tire.

If you miss our collection day,
see below for locations that take
HHW throughout the year:
•

•
•

Motor Oil, Transmission Fluid: Autozone,
Advanced Auto Parts and Auto Value take
these materials year-round.
Large Appliances: Larry Bowling accepts
free drop-offs. (231) 970-0012.
Prescription Medications: Pharmaceuticals
are accepted through the Red Med Box
program. Red Med Boxes are located at
Family Fare, Manistee City Police, Manistee
Sherriff’s office, and The Little River Band of
Ottawa Tribal Police Station.

Frequently Asked Questions
Who can use the program?
Manistee County residents only. Hazardous waste
will not be accepted from businesses except for
pesticides in which case pesticide users such as
agribusinesses, greenhouses, nurseries, and golf
courses can use this service.

Which appliances will be accepted?
Small appliances such as microwaves, small
refrigerators, dehumidifiers, and window air
conditioners. We also accept large appliances
including full–size refrigerators, stoves, and
freezers. There is a $10 fee for items containing
Freon.

Which electronics will be accepted?
TVs, DVD and CD players, VCRs, radios, phones,
gaming systems, answering machines, fax
machines, etc. Computers and computer
accessories are also accepted including desktop and
laptops, keyboards, modems, printers, scanners,
and speakers.

Is there a limit to how much I can bring?
Pre-registration is required for amounts exceeding
200 pounds. Please call the Conservation District (231) 889-9666, extension 3.

Can I drop off HHW before/after the event?
No. Please drop off hazardous waste at collection
sites only during scheduled hours. This is an annual
event held the 3rd Saturday of August each year.

Is there a fee on collection day?
Donations are crucial to help cover the $60,000 it
takes to host the event in three counties. Suggested
minimum donation of $15 is appreciated!

