
TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2008

Pursuant to law, the Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, May 20, 2008, at 9:00 a.m. in the Board of

Commissioners Room and were called to order by the Chairperson.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation was given by Ervin Kowalski.

Roll Call was taken by the Clerk and all members reported present.

Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske

                            APPROVE MEETING AGENDA

Moved by McCraner, supported by Lottie to approve the Meeting Agenda and move miscellaneous Board

Item C) Discussion regarding Road Commission issues to 9:30 a.m. immediately following Dennis

Swain, Friend of the Court’s appearance regarding Mediation Services.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by Fenstermacher, supported by Kowalski to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the

minutes of  the April 22, 2008, Regular Board Meeting, a report of the Thursday, May 15, 2008, Joint

Study Session with the Manistee County Road Commission, and the May 2008 monthly appropriations

and fund transfers.

YEAS: 7 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske,  

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++
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PUBLIC COMMENT:

Jack Sawka spoke on behalf of the Bear Lake Improvement Board, expressing their appreciation for the
cooperation the County has given them in regards to the milfoil issue in Bear Lake, by loaning them
$150,000 for the cleanup procedure.  Treatment will begin to rid Bear Lake of the milfoil contamination.

RECOGNITIONS:

Kenneth Hilliard retired on May 2, 2008 from employment with the County after serving almost 26 years
as an employee of the Sheriff’s Department.  The Board recognized Mr. Hilliard for his many years of
unselfish and distinguished service to the citizens of Manistee County.

Douglas VanSickle retired from employment with the County after serving more than 22 years as an
employee of the Manistee County Maintenance Department.  The Board recognized Mr. VanSickle for his
many years of unselfish and distinguished service to the citizens of Manistee County.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Russell Pomeroy, Manistee County Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The Treasurer’s Office
has completed settlements with the townships, villages and the City for the 2007 delinquent taxes.  The
total of the delinquent taxes for 2007 is $2,992,489.13.  

The Treasurer has been working with BS&A Software and the local units of government to get a uniform
tax software system throughout Manistee County.  A demo was set up with BS&A to show the local units
and the County Treasurer’s Office their products.  

Notices of Forfeiture were filed on April 15th, 2008 for the unpaid 2006 taxes.  They were filed with the
Register of Deeds Office.  There were 355 notices recorded in the Register of Deeds Office.  Taxpayers
have until March 31, 2009 to pay and avoid final foreclosure.

Delinquent Tax Notices for 2007 will be sent out on June 1, 2008.

FOC MEDIATION SERVICES REPORT

Dennis Swain, Friend of the Court, appeared before the Board to present a Mediation Services Report on

behalf of the 19th Circuit Court.  Mary Van Dorp, Domestic Relations Mediator, Northern Pathways

Mediation, presented a handout entitled WHY MEDIATION?/PROTECTING OUR MOST VALUABLE

NATURAL RESOURCE.  Discussion followed.

JOINT STUDY SESSION/MANISTEE COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION

Jerry Peterson, Manistee County Road Commission Manager, appeared before the Board regarding the

Joint Study Session and the main topic of discussion, the funding of the unfunded accrued liability of the

MERS Pension Plan.  The unfunded liability will increase by 8% each year unless additional

contributions are made.  Mr. Peterson has been given a spot on the Board of Commissioner’s Agenda

each month to give a report on the Manistee County Road Commission Board’s progress.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Ervin Kowalski presented the Finance Committee Report.

Board of Commissioners
Manistee County
Manistee, Michigan    49660

Board of Commissioners:

We, do hereby submit our claims from April 15, 2008 through May 13, 2008.

General Fund
                     Election Fund

County Employee Training Fund
 District Court Services Fund

 JAWS of Life Fund
Township Improvement Revolving Fund

Register of Deeds Automation Fund
Mounted Search & Rescue Fund

Legal Defense Fund

$215,752.18
$70.30

$163.03
$875.33
$213.24

$10,250.00
$1,639.52

$630.00
$3,549.24

Health Insurance Fund
Dive Equipment Fund

Law Enforcement Technology Fund
Law Library Fund

Computer Technology Fund
Drug Testing-District Court Fund

Air Photo Fund
MSHDA Home Improvement Grant Fund

Community Corrections Fund

$62,118.23
$1,208.89
$2,533.30
$2,803.50
$2,758.04

$346.50
$6,800.00

$648.78
$263.12

Juvenile Intervention Fund $1,202.74

Child Care Fund $25,403.17

                   Airport Fund $14,842.07

Compensated Services Fund $63,178.05

Total Claimed and allowed May 13, 2008 $417,249.23

Total Payroll for the period 4/15/08 through 5/13/08 $430,877.53

Respectfully Submitted,
                       

Ervin Kowalski
Glenn Lottie
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Allan O’Shea

Moved by Kowalski, supported by Lottie to approve the bills and the same be paid in the amount of

$417,249.23.

YEAS: 7 Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE REPORT/MAY 13, 2008

Ervin Kowalski presented the Ways & Means Committee Report of May 13, 2008.

PAYMENT UNUSED ACCUMULATED VACATION, SICK & PERSONAL HOURS

Moved by McCraner, supported by Lottie to approve the payment of unused accumulated vacation and

shift differential less unused cleaning allowance to Richard Coyer in the amount of $603.36.

YEAS: 7 Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by Lottie, supported by Fenstermacher to approve the payment of unused accumulated vacation,

sick and personal hours to Douglas VanSickle in the amount of $11,233.21.

YEAS: 7 Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++
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PAYMENT/NORTHERN MICHIGAN SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES, INC.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Kowalski to approve the payment of $24,190.50 to Northern

Michigan Substance Abuse Services, Inc., and authorize the County Controller/Administrator to make a

budget amendment for this expense.

YEAS: 7 McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT

Moved by Lottie, supported by Rutske to approve that Manistee County enter into a 3-year Professional

Consulting Services Agreement with MAXIMUS, Inc., for the purpose of  identifying

indirect/administrative costs for allowable Child Care Fund activities, and authorize the County Board

Chairperson to sign the Agreement on the County’s behalf, and authorize the County

Controller/Administrator to make the necessary budget amendments.  The cost is $5,000 per year.

YEAS: 7 O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

RESOLUTION IMPOSING 2008 SUMMER PROPERTY TAX LEVY
PURSUANT TO PUBLIC ACT 357 OF 2004,

AND NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION OF COUNTY ALLOCATED TAX LEVY

At a regular meeting of the Manistee County Board of Commissioners held in the Manistee County
Courthouse & Government Center, 415 Third Street, Manistee, Michigan, on the 20th day of May, 2008.

PRESENT: 7 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske

ABSENT: -0-

The following resolution was offered by        McCraner        and seconded by         Fenstermacher      .

WHEREAS, Manistee County is authorized under the General Property Tax Act, Public Act 206 of
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1893, as amended, to levy and collect County allocated property taxes; and

WHEREAS, the General Property Tax Act has been amended by Public Act 357 fo 2004, being
MCL 211.44a, to require all Michigan Counties to impose a summer tax levy, with the summer tax levies
for 2005 and 2006 to be in the amount of 1/3 and 2/3, respectively, of the total County allocated tax, with
the full amount of the County allocated tax to be levied and collected as a summer tax levy in 2007 and
each year thereafter;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Public Act 357 of 2004, the Manistee
County allocated tax shall be levied and collected on July 1, 2008, at the full amount allocated after
application of the “Headlee” millage reduction fraction, or 5.4615 mills; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Manistee County will comply with MCL 141.412, “Notice of
Hearing for Proposed Budget” and Section 16 of the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, MCL
141.436, to fulfill requirements for “Truth in Taxation”, MCL 211.24e; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution constitutes certification of the levy of the County
allocated tax and authorized collection of the County allocated tax on July 1, 2008, at the full amount
allocated after application of “Headlee” millage reduction fraction, or 5.4615; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer of each Township and City in Manistee County is
directed to account for and deliver the full amount of County allocated tax collections for 2008 in
accordance with the provisions of Public Act 357 of 2004; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall deliver a copy of this resolution by first
class mail to the Treasurer of each Township and City in Manistee County.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to approve the Resolution imposing 2008 Summer

Property Tax Levy Pursuant to Public Act 357 of 2004, and Notice of Certification of County Allocated

Tax Levy.

YEAS: 7 Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by McCraner, supported by Kowalski to accept the Ways & Means Committee Report of

May 13, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT/MAY 2, 2008
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Ed Haik presented the Public Safety Committee Report of May 2, 2008.

No Action Items.

Items Discussed: 1.  Jail Lock System

2.  Draft 10 /Animal Control Enforcement Ordinance

3.  County Jail Inspection Report/100% Compliant/7 years in a row.

4.  Key Fob System/Probate & District Courts

5.  Odor/Manistee County Landfill

Moved by McCraner, supported by Rutske to accept the Public Safety Committee Report of

May 2, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

INTERIM CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MANISTEE/BENZIE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH

Joseph (Chip) Johnston, Interim Chief Executive Officer of Manistee/Benzie Community Mental Health,

appeared before the Board to introduce himself and provided a brief update on recent activities of the

Mental Health organization.

MANISTEE COUNTY TECHNOLOGY/INFORMATION

COMMITTEE REPORT/MAY 15, 2008

Glenn Lottie presented the Manistee County Technology/Information Committee Report of

May 15, 2008.

PURCHASE 500 SHEET PAPER TRAY/CIRCUIT COURT
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Moved by McCraner, supported by Kowalski to approve the purchase of a 500 sheet paper tray at a cost

of $237.00, which will be added to the main/existing printer in the 19th Judicial Circuit Court Office.

YEAS: 7 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PURCHASE G.P.S. UNIT/COUNTY OWNED VEHICLE

Moved by McCraner, supported by Kowalski to purchase a G.P.S. unit for one of the County owned

vehicles at a cost not to exceed $500.00, for use mainly by the Equalization Department.

YEAS: 7 Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PURCHASE HP 2610 PORT SWITCH

Moved by Lottie, supported by Rutske to purchase an HP 2610 Port Switch from CDW-G at a cost of

$850.00 for the East Annex wiring closet.

YEAS: 7 Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

CONVERT/BS&A SOFTWARE SYSTEM

Moved by Lottie, supported by Haik to approve that Manistee County pay up to $1,250 per local unit to
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convert up to 12 units to the BS&A software system, at a total cost of $15,000, to be paid from the

Technology Fund with revenues received over the years from the Townships for tax roll maintenance.

YEAS: 7 Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by McCraner, supported by Lottie to accept the Manistee County Technology/Information

Committee Report of May 15, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

MANISTEE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

Two (2) appointments for a three (3) year term which begins June 10, 2008, and expires June 10, 2011. 

One (1) appointment is to be filled by a person representing economic and commercial interests in the

County, and one (1) appointment is to be filled by a person representing a school board.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to appoint the two incumbents, Mary K. Becker-Witt

and William C. Pettis to the Manistee County Planning Commission.

YEAS: 7 McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Mary K. Becker-Witt and William C. Pettis were appointed to the Manistee County Planning Commission

to serve three (3) year terms beginning June 10, 2008 through June 10, 2011.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT/MAY 13, 2008

Carl Rutske presented the Personnel Committee Report of May 13, 2008.

MANISTEE COUNTY WAGE CLASSIFICATION & COMPENSATION STUDY
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POSITION REEVALUATION POLICY/STEP INCREASES

Moved by Rutske, supported by Fenstermacher to approve that Holly Garber, Deputy/19th Circuit

Court/Family Division, be raised from Pay Grade 5, Step 4, to Pay Grade 5, Step 6, effective

October 1, 2008.

YEAS: 6 O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie 

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 1 McCraner

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by Rutske, supported by Fenstermacher to approve that Lindsey Marquardt, Deputy County Clerk,

be raised from Pay Grade 4, Step 2, to Pay Grade 4, Step 4, effective October 1, 2008.

YEAS: 6 Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, O’Shea

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 1 McCraner

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by Rutske, supported by Kowalski to approve that Deborah Day, Juvenile Register, be raised from

Pay Grade 6, Step 3, to Pay Grade 6, Step 5, effective October 1, 2008.

YEAS: 6 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, O’Shea, Rutske

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 1 McCraner

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by Rutske, supported by Fenstermacher to accept the Personnel Committee Report of

May 13, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

RECYCLING COMMITTEE REPORT/MAY 2, 2008
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Allan O’Shea presented the Recycling Committee Report of May 2, 2008.

No Action Items.

Items Discussed: 1.  Progress Report/June Meeting/Alliance for Economic Success
        Recycling Program

2.  Combine Recycling & Green Team Committees

3.  Planning Department/Research Public Act 185
Present at June Meeting

GREEN TEAM COMMITTEE REPORT/MAY 2, 2008

Carl Rutske presented the Green Team Committee Report of May 2, 2008.

No Action Items.

Items Discussed: 1.  Recommended two books: Go Green, Live Rich &
      Michael Recycle

2.  Finalize Mission Statement/June Meeting

3.  NACo Energy Star Challenge

4.  West Michigan Document Shredding & Cartridge World

5.  Green Government Webinars sponsored by NACo

Moved by McCraner, supported by Rutske to accept the Green Team Committee Report of

May 2, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

REGIONAL SUMMIT COMMITTEE REPORT

Janice McCraner reported that the Regional Summit was a huge success.  Seventy-five people attended

the summit.  

OVERVIEW MANISTEE COUNTY’S FISCAL YEAR 2006/07 AUDIT REPORT

David E. Wilson, C.P.A., appeared before the Board to present an overview of the County’s Fiscal Year

2006/07 Audit Report.  Handout was presented to the Board entitled: Manistee County Audit 2007,

Prepared by Wilson, Ward CPA Firm and Manistee County.  Discussion followed.

EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT/TWO WORK STATIONS
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Moved by McCraner, supported by Kowalski to approve the request from the Equalization Department to

purchase two work stations with the cost not to exceed $4,000.  The money will come from the Capital

Improvement Fund.

YEAS: 7 Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

MANISTEE COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ENFORCEMENT ORDINANCE

Moved by McCraner, supported by Kowalski to put the Manistee County Animal Control Enforcement

Ordinance on the next Board meeting agenda.  The Sheriff and the Animal Control Officer need to be

present at that meeting.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Adjourn at the Call of the Chair.

                                                                                              CLERK


