
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2016 
 
 

 

COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS SPECIAL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, August 31, 2016   Board of Commissioners Meeting Room 
10:30 a.m.         415 Third Street, Manistee, MI 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Mark Bergstrom, Jeff Dontz, Karen Goodman, Ken Hilliard, 
Richard Schmidt, Brook Shafer 

 
Absent:  Alan W. Marshall 

Others Present: Tom Kaminski, Administrator/Controller; Russ Pomeroy, County 
Treasurer; Tom Smith, Drain Commissioner; Dave Christian, D.C. 
Engineering P.C.; Ford Stone, Prosecuting Attorney; Ken 
Grabowski, Manistee News Advocate; Mike Tillotson; Jill M. 
Nowak, Manistee County Clerk 
 

 
The Special Meeting was called to Order by Chairman Dontz at 10:30 a.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation was given by Mr. Bergstrom 
 
Roll Call was taken by Jill M. Nowak, County Clerk 

 
 

APPROVE SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

 
Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Shafer to approve the Special Meeting Agenda.   

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None. 
 
 

REQUEST AND CONSIDERATION OF GRANTING A PERMANENT AND 

TEMPORARY EASEMENT FOR THE MCGUINEAS DRAIN PROJECT 

Thomas Smith, Manistee County Drain Commissioner, appeared before the Board to 
request consideration of granting a permanent easement over and across County-owned 
land for the purpose of establishing, construction, operation, maintenance and 
improvement of the McGuineas Drain (Parcel #07-132-013-00); and a temporary access 
and spoil disposal easement for the McGuineas Drain for the purpose of accessing the 
drain area during the current drain improvement project (Parcel #07-132-013-00). 
 
Ford Stone, Prosecuting Attorney indicated that the few language issues have been 
agreed upon by all parties and the changes have been made. 
 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2016 
 
 

 

Tom Kaminski reported that he had spoken with Richard Wilson, Attorney, West Shore 
Medical Center (WSMC) and WSMC had signed the Easement Agreement last week and 
they have no problem with how the project is proceeding. 
 
Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Goodman to approve the granting of a permanent 

easement over and across County-owned land for the purpose of establishing, 

construction, operation, maintenance and improvement of the McGuineas Drain (Parcel 

#07-132-013-00); and a temporary access and spoil disposal easement for the McGuineas 

Drain for the purpose of accessing the drain area during the current drain improvement 

project (Parcel #07-132-013-00). 

 
YEAS:  7 Bergstrom, Dontz, Goodman, Hilliard, Schmidt, Shafer 
 
NAYS: 0 None 
 
ABSENT: 1 Marshall 
 

Motion Carried 
 

++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
Discussion as to the amount of money borrowed for the McGuineas Drain Project arose.  
Russ Pomeroy, County Treasurer indicated that Mr. Smith borrowed $920,000 and has 
since paid back $195,000.  Therefore, $725,000 is still outstanding. 
 
 
 
Adjourn at the call of the Chair at 9:48 a.m. 
 
 
 
      Clerk 


