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The Manistee County Park and Recreation Plan tells a story of community engagement, consensus building, data and information gathering,
and plan development. The development of the plan is the cumulative effort of leadership from 21 municipalities, as well as input provided by many
stakeholders and the public. The plan meets each requirement of the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources 5-Year Park and Recreation
Guidelines for each of the 21 municipalities within Manistee County. The document will be utilized to guide policy and decision making processes
oriented around recreation within Manistee County, while laying the framework for specific projects and site improvements and creating opportunities
for funding and fund development.

The importance of the planning document is only overshadowed by the collaboration and consensus building which occurred over the 22 month
planning process. Bringing representation from each municipality to a single table to collaborate on a unified recreation plan had not occurred in
Manistee County, and as far as we are aware a similar effort has not been conducted within a County in the State of Michigan. The momentum gained
through working together will serve well the implementation phase of the planning process. This document is only as strong as the implementation
which occurs towards the goals contained within, so it is of utmost importance to continually strive to meet each goal.

This draft plan has been adopted by twenty of the twenty-one communities contained within and including Manistee County. through a well
advertised public hearing process. The only community which has not adopted the plan is the Village of Eastlake. All required items for the Village
of Eastlake to meet State Recreation Plan Approval are found within this plan and the Village participated throughout the planning process. The
sole reason the Village of Eastlake has not adopted the plan is the Village Council currently lacks a quorum of members which does not allow for an
advertised public hearing or adoption proceedings to occur.

Disclaimer:
All information contained within this plan is intended for Recreation Planning Purposes. Information on public lands,
recreation sites, trails, fishing locations, hunting areas as well as all water access sites may have specific rules in place
which must be adhered to, dependent upon the recreational activity one is pursuing. Please contact the appropriate,
municipality, agency, landowner or policy which governs the land on which the recreational activity is pursued to ensure all
applicable regulations are being followed.
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1.1 Description and Methodology of the Manistee

County Parks, Recreation and Trail Plan
Manistee County has poised itself as a recreational destination drawing upon
the abundant natural resources found within the County. Whether residents
and visitors are enjoying sugar sand beaches towered over by coastal dunes,
hiking, biking, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing or snowmobiling miles of
established trails, fishing, floating or boating inland lakes and streams or just
enjoying the thousands of acres of public forest, there is always a resource at
hand that can lend itself to adventure.

Recreation Planning and specifically the production of a State of Michigan

DNR approved 5-year Park & Recreation Plan is a requirement of eligibility for
Natural Resource Trust Fund Grants. Though the production of a plan provides
avenues for grants for recreational site improvements and land acquisition, the
purpose of the plan is much greater in scope. This planning document is the
cumulation of months of effort by community leaders from each municipality
within Manistee County. The plan is the cornerstone of the collaborative effort
to bring cohesiveness across jurisdictional boundaries for recreation planning in
Manistee County.

1.1.1 Regional Focus while Honoring Community

Individuality
Collaboration for a County-wide focus for recreation was a theme presented
through initial scopes outlining the need for this specific planning process. The
idea that a “single” recreation improvement in one community has a positive
effect on neighboring communities and the County as a whole is a fact that is
widely accepted, as those who visit and recreate in our County often spend
time spread across several municipalities.

The idea of a singular County-wide plan for recreation sets a baseline for
periodic plan updates which will continue to maintain approval of plans

within each municipality and the County as a whole. As important as it is

to collaborate across jurisdictional lines, and to continue to work towards
common goals as well as establishing a support network among our
municipalities; it is just as important to recognize the unique character of each
of our local municipalities, and to provide a document which identifies with the
community and supports individuality.

The structure of this County-Wide Recreation Plan seeks to meet both a
unified document supported and built upon the grass roots effort of our local
municipalities, but also to contain the information needed which outlines
and meets the requirements of the DNR Recreation Planning Process for each
individual municipality.

1.1.2 Interns and University Student Contributions
Planning processes of this magnitude only achieve success when provided
sufficient time, energy, coordination and through hard work of those involved in
creating the plan. This recreation planning process of 20 months, which can be
standard for a large plan, requires abundant time be spent preparing data, polling
the public, working with community leaders and developing plan text, maps,
graphs and charts. Hard working staff and volunteers are needed in preparing
this information, and this process has benefited from participation of young
enthusiastic students.

Interns:

Students from Manistee Catholic Central volunteered their time during the
summer of 2014 to see that data for this planning effort was well-collected and
organized. The recreation inventory of this planning document required site visits
throughout Manistee County for the inventorying of not only actual recreation
sites, but also the assets found at each site. An inventory of this nature and
degree had never been conducted in Manistee County. This was a monumental
task of which the interns took hold and performed a valuable service to their
community. The entire leadership team and staff of Manistee County and The
Alliance for Economic Success wish a heartfelt thank you to:

* Anna Buswinka

e Mia Hogan

e Joseph Slivka

Without the hard work of these interns during the inventory data gathering
phase, this planning process would have likely taken additional time if reliant
solely upon staff.

Michigan State University Urban Planning Practicum Course Student Group:
Michigan State University as a requirement for Urban & Regional Planning
Students has a senior capstone course called Practicum. This course seeks to
have student groups work with a municipality, agency or non-profit through an
actual planning process for the development of a plan, design manual or other
planning related document.

Manistee County was fortunate to be approved for the Practicum program
and was assigned a student group which would assist with development of
the Manistee County Park, Recreation and Trail Plan. The student group was

comprised of 5 Planning Students:

¢ Nick Tafelsky e Xiangyun Li
e Cassi Meitl e GeShi
e Matt Oliver

Their work began on the planning process in January 2015. The scope of work
they developed captured requirements of the DNR, and also provided additional
information. In all, the Practicum team surveyed and inventoried data for the
Administrative Structure for each municipality, held a public input session with
local high school students, developed maps from available recreation inventory
data and identified goals for their portion of the planning document.

Staff and leadership team members were very happy to have the students
working on a portion of the plan, and the outcome was a valuable amount of
data and information which would be folded into the final Manistee County

Park and Recreation Plan. We are very thankful for the hard work these future
planners put toward development of the document and the professionalism they
portrayed throughout the planning process.

Image 1.1: MSU Practicum Team w/Staff

1.1.3 Leadership Team
The backbone and heart of any planning process is derived from the community
members who volunteer their time to sit on a committee which works through
and oversees the plan development. Staff reasoned that the county-wide
recreation planning effort which draws together each municipality within the
county, is only as strong as the community members who help guide the process.
This county planning process was fortunate to have sound representation from
each community. The leadership team formed for the process was enthusiastic
and timely in meeting attendance and public input sessions. Leadership team
member assignments outlining the gathering of community specific information
was of great assistance to staff, as information was gathered and shared from
each community representative. The plan development would never have been
as smooth and all encompassing without the hard work of the leadership team.

We would like to thank the following individuals for their community leadership
throughout the planning process.

e Joe Frederick, Arcadia Twp. e Phil Landis, Stronach Twp.
e Julie Griffis, Bear Lake Twp. e Maureen Barry, City of Manistee
e Jackie Thomas, Bear Lake Vil. e Judd Brown, City of Manistee
e Paul Adamski, Brown Twp. e Erin Pontiac, City of Manistee
e Linda Cudney, Cleon Twp. ¢ Denise Blakeslee, City of Manistee
¢ Elaine Gibbs, Copemish Vil. ¢ John Girven, Benzie/Manistee
e Terry Vuksanovic, Dickson Twp. Snowbirds
e Karen Kolk, Filer Twp. e David Somsel, Benzie/Manistee
e Shirley Ball, Filer Twp. Snowbirds
e Clara Kraus Saari, Manistee County e Randy Sanovic, Benzie/Manistee
e Linda Finout, Manistee Twp. Snowbirds
e Jeff Mikula, Manistee Twp. e Dick Riisberg, Benzie/Manistee
Eleanor DeYoung, Eastlake Vil. Snowbirds
Wayne Beldo, Maple Grove Twp. e Mark Coe, Benzie/Manistee
e Gary Bowling, Maple Grove Twp. Snowbirds

e Karla Kasten, Kaleva Vil. e Joe Snoenik, City of Manistee Non-
e Louish Hughes, Marilla Twp. motorized Committee

e Terry Chollette, Marilla Twp. e EdJones, City of Manistee Non-

e Gene Schiling, Norman Twp. motorized Committee

e Dick Stapely, Norman Twp. ¢ Ken Blakey-Shell, Non-motorized

Committee

Steve Parsons, LRBOI

Frank Beaver, LRBOI
Rochelle Rollenhagen, LRBOI

e Mary Reed, Onekama Twp. & Vil.

e Jon Phillips, Onekama Twp. & Vil. o
e Jacque Erdman, Pleasanton Twp.
e Carol Merrill, Pleasanton Twp.

e Jack Cramer, Springdale Twp.

Image 1.2: Leadership Team Meeting
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1.1.4 Role of Local Government
Local government plays a vital role in the establishment of recreation plans
within the State of Michigan. Guidelines established by the Department of
Natural Resources for the production of Park and Recreation Plans outline
that local municipalities must support the establishment of a planning process
through a resolution of support, as well as participate throughout the process
ultimately meeting the requirements of the DNR guidelines so that the plan can
be formally adopted by the jurisdiction and approved by the State of Michigan.

Though considered a County Plan in terms of a regional focus, the basis of the
plan was the establishment of language and information in order to receive
an approved plan for each local unit of government within Manistee County.
Through working together (all local municipalities and the County) a baseline
plan would be established which is built upon collaboration between all local
units of government.

1.1.5 Collaboration
“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” (Helen Keller) This
qguote concisely sums up the motivation behind this collaborative planning
process which was embarked upon by 21 governmental units for the
development of the Manistee County Park and Recreation Plan. Collaboration
brought together each municipality to a round table format of meetings which
were held monthly through the development of the plan. These monthly
meetings forged relationships of leadership team members from throughout
the municipalities of Manistee County. These relationships would be the
primary function of assisting a mostly seamless planning process.

The thought of collaboration wasn’t a foreign concept in Manistee County.
The Michigan Township Association meets regularly during the year to bring
together representatives of townships for discussions on the important matters
of the day. Manistee County has held a regional summit for a number of years
which has worked to bring together members of all local municipalities, State
and Federal agencies, Tribal government and other local agencies for the
discussion of regional issues. Most recently a planning effort between coastal
communities in Manistee and Benzie Counties, the “Lakes to Land Regional
Initiative” brought together local municipalities across county lines for a
successful collaborative master planning effort. This collaborative process was
a bit different from those that led before in that it sought to include all local
municipalities in a planning process which would generate a State approved
planning document for each local municipality.

Building upon past collaborative planning endeavors, this County-Wide
collaborative recreation plan began with the establishment of the leadership

team. Upon completion of the plan, corroboratively the County will further
the goals and projects laid out in a collaborative effort under the guidance

of a leadership team. The idea of collaboration has been embraced by the
leadership team members and the municipalities they represent; the idea of
improvements which occur in a singular municipality having an effect on other
local municipalities and the County as a whole is well received and realistic.

1.1.6 Incorporation of Existing Community Recreation
Plans
Prior to the establishment of this planning process for the development of 21

Park and Recreation Plans within a singular document, several local municipalities

including Manistee County had State approved Park and Recreation Plans.
Important to this current planning process was the honoring of each of these
plans. Utilization of information from within the established plans was crucial
for the development of this plan. Information such as Administrative Structures,
Community Descriptions, Public Input, Recreation Inventories and Plan Goals
and Objectives would help to lay a framework for those communities within this
planning process.

The following municipality’s Park and Recreation Plans were utilized during the

production of this plan:

e Manistee County Park and Recreation Plan, 2008

e Portage lake Community Five-Year Plan for Park and Recreation (Onekama
Twp. & Onekama Vil.), 2014

e Arcadia Township Park and Recreation Plan, 2015

¢ Manistee Township Park and Recreation Plan, 2008

e Eastlake Village Park and Recreation Plan, 2012

e Filer Township Master Plan (Recreation Section), 2009

e City of Manistee Community Parks and Recreation Plan, 2012-2017

e Stronach Township Park and Recreation Plan, 2012

e Marilla Township Park and Recreation Plan, 2013

e Maple Grove Twp. and the Village of Kaleva completed works towards a Park
and Recreation Plan, 2013

e Bear Lake Township Park and Recreation Plan, 2014

1.2 Document Organization
There was much discussion concerning the organization of a regional recreation
plan which contained the necessary information for the completion of a Park
and Recreation Plan for each of the 21 municipalities involved within the
planning process. Scopes of Work were developed and revised multiple times.
Once an agreed upon draft scope of work was completed, working towards the
organization of the contents of the plan was the next order of business. Draft
table of contents were developed, and discussions with the State of Michigan

Department of Natural Resources were conducted.

There really wasn’t an established framework for this type of planning process,
as there wasn’t a planning process that could be looked upon which had been
completed in this manner. Exciting as it was to be working towards a completed
plan which had likely never been developed in the State of Michigan, there was
concern that the process and development of the plan may be difficult, due to
producing and analyzing so much information for so many local municipalities.
Through steady communication with the State of Michigan, a course of action
was developed for organization of the document.

Rather than trying to build 21 different plans, which would be placed in
succession to one another within a singular document, the decided upon best
approach was for the table of contents to follow the State of Michigan 5-Year
Park and Recreation Guidelines. The guidelines establish chapters which must
be contained within the plan, these chapters include Administrative Structure,
Community Description, Public Input Process, Planning Process, Recreation
Inventory, Goals and Objectives and an Action Program among others. The

municipalities would have their appropriate information contained within each of

the chapters, and in some cases additional data would be placed in appendices.
This course of action was thought to be the easiest method to convey this
amount of information, and would provide those reviewing the plan the easiest
method to ensure all plan elements were met for each municipality.

1.2.1 Recreation Regions

The Manistee County Visitors Bureau, through development of Visitor’s Guides
for County-wide attractions, developed a regional approach to viewing areas of
Manistee County. (See Image 1.3) This approach developed 4 specific regions,
containing the following municipalities:
e North Coast

e Arcadia Township

e Pleasanton Township

¢ Onekama Township

¢ Onekama Village

e Bear Lake Township

e Bear Lake Village
e North Woods

e Springdale Township

¢ Cleon Township

e Copemish Village

¢ Maple Grove Township

e Kaleva Village
e River Country

e Marilla Township
e Brown Township
e Dickson Township
e Stronach Township
e Norman Township
e  Manistee Area
¢ Manistee Township
e Eastlake Village
e City of Manistee
e Charter Township of Filer

Discussions concerning plan development sought to be as cohesive as possible
with existing plans and projects of local municipalities and also with other local
agencies such as the Visitor’s Bureau. The utilization of recreation regions fit
nicely into the Visitor’s Guide and clearly were well established to identify with
and closely follow established natural resource features thereby providing a
logical manner in which to view the County’s many assets. With the recreation
regions in use in different avenues, the recreation planning process embraced the
idea of regions and staff felt that it would be best to organize the municipalities
within each required chapter of the planning document by the region in which
they reside. The organization of this document then follows the format of
recreation regions and placing those municipalities together which share a
region. (See Map 1.1 & 1.2)
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2.1 The Planning Process
Initiated in 2013, the Recreation Planning Process emerged from discussions
around the need and desire for a more trail oriented community driven
recreation plan. Envisioned was a document which would meet approval of
State recreation guidelines for all local municipalities, and was developed
through a successful collaborative effort. Discussions were initiated with
various agencies, and presentations were given to local municipalities who
would need to be heavily involved in the development of the document for the
process to be deemed a success.

The recreation planning process for the Manistee County Park and Recreation
Plan can be divided into four segments:

¢ Data Collection and Consensus Building

¢ Plan Contributions, Public Input and Stakeholder Outreach

Data Analysis, Plan Structuring and Public Review

Plan Adoption and State Approval

Each of these segments of the process included many individuals who worked
diligently towards development of the Plan.

2.1.1 Data Collection and Consensus Building

Data collection began in 2014 with the analysis of existing recreational data in
both available GIS Shapefiles and tabulated lists from approved local recreation
plans; this was further added to, through knowledgeable locals and agency
staff. Maps of each municipality were created with recreation sites, trails, lands
and water bodies denoted. The maps were reviewed and revised until deemed
accurate by the municipality. An inventorying of assets for each recreation site
was then completed with the assistance of several local high school students.

While capturing data for the recreation inventory, staff was also attending
local municipality meetings to garner support for the plan development. Each
municipality would have a representative which would serve on a leadership
team which would help drive the process. In late 2014 with approved
recreation databases which would serve as the data for the recreation
inventory and appointed municipality residents secured for the leadership
team; the planning process began with an initial leadership team meeting held
at the Big Bear Sportsman Club in the Village of Kaleva.

2.1.2 Plan Contributions, Public Input and Stakeholder

Outreach
The requirements of the State of Michigan for Recreation Plans are very
straightforward as outlined in the State of Michigan Guidelines for Park and
Recreation Plans. The guidelines stipulate specific information which must be
contained within a plan for each municipality in order to receive State plan
approval. Data required of the guidelines can be extensive and synthesizing
that information can be a large task. Fortunately the planning process was well
supported by a sound leadership team, and additional assistance would be
provided by Michigan State University Urban and Regional Planning Students.

MSU Urban and Regional Planning Students worked as a course requirement on
portions of the plan proving themselves to be valuable addition to the process.
The students produced the survey and tallied results for the Administrative
Structure Chapter of the plan, they provided and analyzed data pertaining to
recreation within Manistee County, and they administered a public input session
for High School students in February, 2015.

Leadership Team members met regularly starting in December 2014. The
leadership team was very important to the process, as they provided data for
review and analysis and eventual insertion into the planning document. The
“assignments” completed and contributed by leadership team members formed
much of the information you will find throughout this document.

Public Input Sessions and stakeholder outreach are critically important to the
planning document. A survey administered online from April through July 2015
was advertised and promoted across the communities. Additional student input
sessions similar to the one administered by the MSU students were held in April
2014, and a series of public input sessions were held in June in order to try and
capture both permanent and seasonal residents. Each of these measures to
garner public input would help to shape the goals and projects of the plan.

Stakeholder outreach was important as there are many local agencies,
governmental units, non-profits, clubs, businesses and groups interested in
recreation within Manistee County. With the assistance of the leadership team

a stakeholder list was developed. The identified stakeholders were then notified
of pubic input sessions and with certain governmental entities (USFS, DNR, Tribe)
as well as larger land owners (Consumers Power, Conservancy) were met with to
specifically identity their needs. In all stakeholder contributions and input for the
plan was a strengthening factor, and further helped to shape goals and projects
of the plan.

2.1.3 Data Analysis, Plan Structuring and Public Review
By July of 2015 information and data had been collected and was being sorted

through by staff in preparation of plan structuring and writing. Previous
conversations with the DNR about the layout of the plan had provided a draft
Table of Contents which provided all the information for each of the 21 units of
government in a manner which would simplify review of the plan by the DNR.
The plan structure was to follow a chapter layout with each chapter capturing
a requirement of the planning process as outlined by the State of Michigan
Recreation Plan Guidelines. Each of the municipalities was organized into the
recreation region within which they resided and the regions were then laid out
within each chapter which required municipality specific information.

Plan writing was delegated to staff of the Manistee County Planning Department
and the Alliance for Economic Success. Staff split up chapters and sections of
the plan for development, and intensive work towards writing draft chapters
and sections began. Analysis of data was fundamental to development of each
chapter and section with each chapter building information which would lend
itself to following chapters of the plan. As chapters were completed in draft
form, they were shared amongst staff for initial review. Revisions to text and
information as well as initial corrections to grammatical and content errors

were made and the draft document began to take shape. Cloud based sharing
programs were utilized in order to ease the sharing of information and drafts.

Completion of draft chapters and sections began the document construction/
formatting phase for the plan. The use of Adobe InDesign eased formatting of
the plan and allowed for easy exporting of the document as an Adobe PDF which
could also be converted to Microsoft Word.

Completion of an initial draft plan occurred by November 2015. This draft of
the plan contained some errors, but was arguably ready for initial review by
leadership team members, stakeholders and government agencies. It was
thought best to release the plan for a review by these individuals and entities in
order to make immediate revisions prior to a formal release to the public for the
formal 30-day review period required by the State of Michigan.

Comments concerning revisions were received and the plan was revised
accordingly mid November 2015. Upon completion of this second draft of the
plan, the document was now ready for formal introduction to the public through
a newspaper ad, notifications on websites, social media, those placed at public
notification boards as well as being posted at all municipality buildings who were
contained within the plan as required by the State of Michigan.

The Manistee County Park and Recreation Plan was formally released for public
review on November 30%, 2015. The release was publicized as stated in the
previous paragraph and those wishing to review the plan were provided both an
opportunity to view the plan as a digital document via website PDF download as

well as being able to view a hard copy of the plan which was made available at
the hall for each local unit of government contained within the plan. The public
review period closed on December 30th, 2015, with all comments required to
be received by December 31, 2015.

Comments received were then integrated into the plan as revisions
immediately following the closure of the public review period. A final version
of the plan was then developed and provided to each of the local municipalities
prior to their respective public hearing dates.

2.1.4 Plan Adoption and State of Michigan Approval
The months of January and February in 2016 were slated as the time frame
for receiving formal approval by a Resolution of Adoption by each of the
municipalities. Municipality public hearing for adoption were advertised within
the local newspaper as well as being posted on websites and at respective
halls. Staff would be on-hand at the meetings to provide a presentation on the
plan and to answer any questions posed by residents, elected and appointed
officials. Public hearing notifications as well as the formal resolution for
adoption for each municipality can be found in Chapter 10.

Approval and formal adoption by each municipality was received during

the months of January and February 2016. Insertion of all formal adoption
documentation within the plan occurred shortly thereafter. The plan was then
submitted to the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources for their
formal review and final State of approval of the plan. The plan was formally

PlanningfBrocess




Chapter s

Commumitty IDescriptiom

Recreation Invemniory

3.1 Description of Methods Used to Conduct

Recreation Inventory
The inventorying of recreation sites within each municipality throughout
Manistee County was a time intensive process which was critical to
establishment of a baseline for all recreation planning efforts moving forward
with this plan and future planning documents. The utilization of GIS software
with a companion GPS Trimble Unit allowed for the development of 4 separate
GIS shapefile datasets.

1. Recreation Site Point File Database: The shapefile contains all public
recreation sites within Manistee County with attribute data.

2. Recreation Trail Polyline File Database: The shapefile contains all publicly
accessible bike routes, motorized and non-motorized trails within Manistee
County with attribute data.

3. Recreation Water Body Polygon File Database: The shapefile contains all
publicly accessible lakes within Manistee County with attribute data.

4. Recreation Land Polygon File Database: The shapefile contains all publicly
owned land within Manistee County with attribute data.

The datasets were established first through the merging of available existing
Local, State, Federal and Tribal GIS datasets. Existing local recreation plans
were then reviewed and sites, trails and land were edited into the GIS datasets
which were not contained within the draft GIS datasets.

Upon completion of the draft GIS datasets, maps of all identified sites, trails
and public land were then printed for use as work maps for members of the
community to review. The maps were critiqued and revisions were then
provided for correction of site data and/or the addition of sites. Once all sites
were accounted for and the final recreation site list was developed, staff and
interns visited each site and begin to inventory the assets of each. The assets
were then cataloged within the recreation site database. All site assets were
provided to the local municipalities through the leadership team members for
review of completeness and accuracy. Once the database for each individual
site was approved, the draft dataset was deemed accurate and complete.

It is important to note that the this type of thorough and comprehensive
inventory had been completed before in Manistee County. Such accuracy
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and thoroughness will make future plan updates more accurate and less time
consuming.

3.1.1 Prioritization of Recreation Sites
Local Planning Commissions, Boards and Councils completed the task of ranking
recreation sites through a 3-tiered system of (primary, secondary and tertiary
sites). The ranking of recreation sites was completed for those sites within
each community boundary. The ranking followed a formula of identifying the
most utilized sites, those which were in need of improvement, sites which could
serve as trail heads or stops along a trail route, and those desired to become
an important location for activity within the municipality. The ranking of each
site was recorded and is provided within the recreation site inventories for each
community within this Chapter. The purpose of this methodology is to receive a
firm grasp on what recreation assets are important to the residents of the County
so that resources may be more effectively directed and a grate impact will be
achieved. Arguably, when resources are found to make improvements to any site
they will be applied no matter the priority ranking of the site.

There are a total of 312 identified recreation sites within Manistee County. Of
those, 94 sites are considered primary, 73 are considered secondary and 144 are
tertiary. (See Appendix A for aerial site maps of all Primary Recreation Sites)

3.1.2 County-Wide Priority Sites
Upon completion of the ranking of recreation sites by each local unit of
government, the leadership team was then asked to review the complete list of
recreation sites designated as primary by each municipality. Leadership Team
members were asked to think about the County as a whole and identify those
primary recreation sites which should be considered as Priority Sites for all of
Manistee County. Priority Sites are identified by recreation ID # in this section
and are noted on map 3.1. (See Map 3.1)
Site 2: Grebe Park (Arcadia Twp.)
Site 6: Pickert Park (Arcadia Twp.)
Site 7: Arcadia Beach Natural Area (Arcadia Twp.)
Site 9: Pleasanton Valley Community Center (Arcadia Twp.)
Site 20: School Athletic Fields (Bear Lake Twp.)
Site 24: Hopkins Park Campground & Boat Launch (Bear Lake Vil.)
Site 35: Rainbow Bend Access (Brown Twp.)
Site 39: Lewis Park (Copemish Vil.)
Site 40: Mish-A-Mish Park (Copemish Vil.)
Site 41: First Creek Nature Trails (Copemish Vil.)
Site 44: Tippy Dam South Access (Dickson Twp.)
Site 42: Highbridge Access (Dickson Twp.)
Site 45: Tippy Dam Access (Dickson Twp.)
Site 94: Penny Park (Eastlake Vil.)
Site 96: Magoon Creek Natural Area (Filer Twp.)

Site 105: Kaleva Village
Roadside Park & Campground
(Kaleva Vil.)

Site 119: Douglas Recreation
Area/First St. Beach (City of
Manistee)

Site 128: Riverwalk East
Entrance (City of Manistee)
Site 130: Fifth Ave. Beach
(City of Manistee)

Site 143: M-55 Manistee
River Wildlife Viewing
Platform (Manistee Twp.)
Site 149: Orchard Beach State
Park (Manistee Twp.)

Site 160: Bear Cr. Access
(Maple Grove Twp.)

Site 162: Lemon Lake Access
Road (Maple Grove Twp.

Site 169: Manistee River Trail
Suspension Bridge (Marilla
Twp.)

Site 172: Marilla Twp. North
Country Trail Head (Marilla
Twp.)

Site 173: Marilla Twp.
Pioneer Hall Place & Museum
(Marilla Twp.)

Site 179: Low Bridge Canoe
Landing (Norman Twp.)

Site 186: Cooley Bridge State
Roadside Park (Norman Twp.)
Site 196: Manistee County
Fairgrounds (Onekama Twp.)
Site 204: Captain John
Langland Park (Onekama
Twp.)

Site 223: North Point Park
(Onekama Twp.)

Site 252: Farr Center
(Onekama Vil.)

Site 253: Onekama Vil. Park &
Boat Launch (Onekama Vil.)
Site 263: 13 Mile Road Access
(Pleasanton Twp.)

Site 277: Snowmobile
Trailhead (Pleasanton Twp.)
Site 278: Healy Lake State
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Forest Campground & Boat Launch (Springdale Twp.)
e Site 287: Big M Trailhead (Stronach Twp.)
e Site 291: Udell North Country Trail Trailhead (Stronach Twp.)

3.2 Explore the Shores Program
The establishment of the Explore the Shores Program in 2008 within Manistee
County began an endeavor which seeks to develop Universally Accessible Water
Access Sites throughout Manistee County.

“Manistee County’s Explore the Shores program is a fine example of where life
meets water. Borne from a county-wide visioning project and a follow effort
involving Michigan National Easter Seals organizations, Explore the Shores
destinations are placed on Manistee County rivers, lakes, and Lake Michigan
shoreline that offer outstanding access to Manistee County’s rich water
resources for people of all needs, ages and abilities, most featuring universal
design. Since 2008, over $2 million has been allocated from a number of
sources to create 50+ Explore the Shores sites by 2020 with a goal of attracting
1 million new visitors to enjoy, share and learn from our treasured waters.”
(Explore the Shores website)

Successful establishment and continued expansion of the Explore the Shores
program has been a success for recreation in Manistee County. Further
enhancement and addition of sites into the program is sought in order to
continue to make strides towards the goal of 50+ sites by 2020. The recreation
planning process and Leadership Team embrace the program and have
supported the nomination of sites for inclusion within the program.

3.2.2 Current Explore the Shore Sites
The Explore the Shores Program currently contains the following recreation
sites. The sites are referenced by site number, name and municipality in which
they are located. Please refer to the Explore the Shores Site Map for site
reference numbers. (Please Refer to Map 3.2)
e Site 34: Bear Creek Access (Brown Twp.)
e Site 35: Rainbow Bend Access (Brown Twp.)
e Site 119: Douglas Rec. Area/First St. Beach (City of Manistee)
e Site 295 Lower Manistee Boat Launch (Stronach Twp.)
e  Site 305: Little Manistee River Weir Facility (Stronach Twp.)
e Site 94: Penny Park (Village of Eastlake)
e  Site 130: Fifth Ave. Beach (City of Manistee)
e Site 133: Arthur St. Boat Launch (City of Manistee)
e Site 151: Bar Lake Outlet (Manistee Twp.)
e Site 204: Captain John Langland Park (Onekama Twp.)
e Site 211: Sixth St. Access (Onekama Twp.)
e  Site 2: Grebe Park (Arcadia Twp.)
e Site 3: Veterans Memorial Park & Marina (Arcadia Twp.)

e  Site 7: Arcadia Beach and Natural Area (Arcadia Twp.)

e  Site 10: Arcadia Marsh Natural Area (Arcadia Twp.)

e Size 253: Onekama Village Park and Boat Launch (Village of Onekama)
e Site 310: Spirit of the Woods Conservation Club (Dickson Twp.)

e  Site 45: Tippy Dam Access (Dickson Twp.)

3.2.3 Nominated Explore the Shore Sites
Site nominations for the Explore the Shores program were considered through
careful review of the Explore the Shores program team with input received from
the Recreation Plan Leadership Team, public input through structured input
sessions as well as local municipality elected and appointed officials. Please refer
to the Explore the Shores Site Map for the site reference ID numbers. (See Map
3.2)
e Site 160: Bear Creek Access (Maple Grove Twp.)
e Site 161: School Road Access (Maple Grove Twp.)
e Site 179: Low Bridge Canoe Landing (Norman Twp.)
e  Site 37: Lyman Road Access (Brown Twp.)
e Site 96: Magoon Creek Natural Area (Filer Twp.)
e Site 143: M-55 Manistee River Wildlife Viewing Platform (Manistee Twp.)
e Site 85: Red Bridge Access Manistee River (Dickson Twp.)
e Site 167: Hodenpyle North Tailwater Access & Canoe Portage (Marilla Twp.)
e Site 168: Woodpecker Creek Access Manistee River (Marilla Twp.)
e Site 218: Portage Lake DNR Boat Launch (Onekama Twp.)
e  Site 243: Thirteen Mile Rd. Access Lake Michigan (Onekama Twp.)
e Site 265: Bear Lake DNR Boat Launch (Pleasanton Twp.)
e Site 278: Healy Lake State Forest Campground (Springdale Twp.)
e Site 311: M-55 Hole (Manistee Twp.)
e  Site 45: Tippy Dam Access (Dickson Twp.)

It is important to note that Site 45, the Tippy Dam Access is both a current
Explore the Shores Site as well as being renominated. The purpose of the
renomination of the site is for the addition of a Universally Accessible Kayak
Launch into the Manistee River. The site has benefited from improved ADA
access through a fishing pier, rest rooms, parking and accessible paved pathways,
but the addition of a kayak launch is desired by residents.

Image 3.1: Explore the Shores Logo
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3.3 Status Report for all Grant Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities
Communities within Manistee County have been fortunate to receive funding through the State of Michigan for Park and Recreation improvements. The following

table displays information regarding the status of grants approved in Manistee County since the 1970’s.
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Project #

Applicant

Year

Amount

Status

Description

26-01016 Arcadia Township Arcadia Township Lake | 1977 $12,966.00 Withdrawn Develop 1 ac Lake Michigan Park; includes restrooms, picnic shelter,
Michigan Park parking area, landscaping
26-01010 Arcadia Township Arcadia Mooring & 1978 $75,000.00 Closed Develop piling, pier, launch ramp removal, new piles, piers and launch
Launching Facilities ramp, rip-rap, sidewalk, lighting, utilities, site improvement, landscaping
TF1027 Arcadia Township Arcadia Township 1985 $95,000.00 Closed Acquisition of .70 acres with 200 feet of Arcadia Lake frontage. The
Marina Expansion property is between the existing marina and Township park properties.
TF99-127 Arcadia Township Arcadia South Beach 1999 $834,759.00 Closed Acquisition in fee simple of 10 acres for resource protection and public
outdoor recreation. Site includes 1,369 feet of Lake Ml shoreline.
RP11-425 Arcadia Township Finch Park 2011 $11,175.00 Closed Development included renovation of parking lot and tennis courts.
Improvements
TF12-090 Eastlake Village Penny Park Renovation | 2012 $141,000.00 Active Development to include replacement of bath house, upgrading boat
launch/skid pier, installation of playground, upgrading parking area and
entrance drive.
TF390 Filer Charter Township Magoon Creek 1980 $150,000.00 Closed Acquisition of 97 acres with approximately 2,200 feet of Lake Michigan
shoreline for fishing and other passive recreation.
26-0012B City of Manistee First Street Beach 1972 $81,450.00 Closed Development of parking lot, comfort station, lift station, underground
Ramp wiring and landscaping at boat launch.
26-00244 City of Manistee Manistee City Marina 1972 $98,500.00 Closed Acquire two parcels of land to develop for grading, landscaping, sidewalks
Park and steps, retaining wall, benches, waste receptacles & picnic tables.
26-01101 F | City of Manistee Sands Park 1980 $16,750.00 Closed Two fenced tennis courts, drinking fountain, playground, landscaping.
BF89-461 City of Manistee Sands Park Restoration | 1989 $34,650.00 Closed Replace shelter house & lighting, restrooms, fencing, irrigation system.
26-01504 City of Manistee Barrier Free Marina 1991 $81,000.00 Closed Renovation of bathhouse, marina access ramp/walkway, replace fuel
Project tanks.
TF91-147 City of Manistee Manistee Riverwalk 1991 $375,000.00 Closed Develop 3,000’ elevated lighted boardwalk from Manistee Marina to First
West Street Beach on Lake Michigan.
TF94-240 City of Manistee Manistee Riverfront 1994 | $375,000.00 Closed Develop additional 550 of lighted riverwalk including handicapped access
Park area, benches, signage, shore protection/landscaping to east of US-31
BF98-294 City of Manistee Lake Michigan Public 1998 $40,000.00 Closed Build trail and parking lot to provide additional access to a mile of City-
Access owned Lake Michigan shoreline.
TF07-040 City of Manistee Man Made Lake 2007 $2,015,000.00 Closed Acquisition of 23 acres, with 1,350 feet of frontage on Lake Michigan and
Acquisition 1,700 feet of frontage on the 10 acre Man Made lake for passive rec.
TF11-06 City of Manistee Manistee First St. 2011 $280,000.00 Closed Development to include removal and replacement of First St. Beach
Beach House House in Douglas Park. Universally accessible.
26-01731 City of Manistee Rotary Park Play Area 2013 $48,000.00 NPS Universally accessible, ADA-compliant play area for children.
TF1050 Manistee Township Bar Lake Outlet 1985 $17,500.00 Closed Acquisition of 1.5 acres w/400 feet of Bar lake frontage and outlet.
26-01023B1 | Norman Township Norman Twp. Park 1977 | $9,250.00 Closed Development of two tennis courts.
TF12-088 Onekama Village Onekama Vil. Park 2012 $97,300.00 Active Peron steps, barrier free beach access, mobi mats, beach nourishment.

Table 3.1: Grant Status Report

3.4 Community Description and Recreation Inventories
Each community within Manistee County holds specific features that residents
and visitors identify with the area. In many cases these features are natural
resource based, whether it is the high dunes of Lake Michigan, harbor or inland
lakes, acres of beautiful State and National Forests or the cold waters of our
rivers and streams. These unique features help one to identify with the area,
and in most cases offer a natural resource base for which to pursue countless
recreational opportunities.

This section of the plan provides the community description and recreation
inventory for each of the municipalities within Manistee County. Each
municipality is outlined within the Recreation Region within which it resides. The
community description provided by each municipality provides a brief narrative
of the community. The recreation inventory identifies each recreation site, and
through a table provides the assets found at each site. Maps accompany each
inventory table, and display all recreation site locations within the community

as well as highlighting those sites which are considered a primary site for the
municipality. All recreation sites are color-coded in the inventory table according
to the ranking provided by each municipality.

e Green cells within the tables denote primary recreation sites.

¢ Yellow cells within the tables denote secondary recreation sites.

¢ Orange cells within the tables denote tertiary recreation sites.

The total list of recreational assets which were inventoried during the planning
process follows. It is important to note that the inventory tables for each
municipality only list those assets which are found at any one site located within
the municipality. For example, if an inventory table doesn’t display the asset
“Disc Golf” within the community inventory table, then that site asset isn’t found
at any recreation sites within the municipality.

e Recreation Site ID # .
e Site Name
¢ Municipality

Parking Availability (1 =five spots or
less) (2= five to ten spots) (3 = ten
or more spots)

e Ownership e Signage (Directional)

¢ Municipality Priority Ranking e Signage (Educational)

e County-Wide Priority Site e Camping

e Park Type (See Adjacent Key) e RV Compatible (Space Allowance)
e FeeSite e Utilities/Hook-ups

e ADA Access (Low, Med., High) e Potable Water

e Explore the Shores Site e Restrooms (Flush Toilets)

e Explore the Shores Nominee e OQuthouse (Pit Vault)

e Lighting e Portable Toilet (porto-jon)

e Dark-Sky Candidate e Shower Facility

e Garbage Receptacles

Fire Pit e Pet Waste Disposal Station

Picnic Table e Viewing Platform

Benches e Trailhead (Water, Land)

Grill e Trails (access to any off pavement
Bike Rack trail)

Emergency Phone ¢ Bike Lane (Road Shoulder)

Water Access
Beach

¢ Playground Equipment
e Baseball Field

Pier/Fishing Platform e Tennis Court
Canoe/Kayak Access ¢ Volley Ball Net
Boat Launch e Basketball Court
Boat Parking (on water) e Soccer Field

Fish Cleaning Station e Football Field
Fishing Line Recycling Box e Shuffle Board

Picnic Shelter
Beach House
Band Shell
Dog Park

Abbreviation

e |ce Arena
e Skate Park
e Disc Golf

Key for Manistee County Park Types

Park Type

MP Mini-Park: Generally less than 1 acre & less than 1/4 mile from
residential areas; addresses limited, isolated or unique needs

NP Neighborhood Park: 5-10 acres in size, serve as recreational/
social focus of neighborhood or small town community

CpP Community Park: serve broader purpose, more amenities,
serve two or more neighborhoods, can be large >25 acres in size

RP Large Urban Park/Regional Park: generally >50 acres in size,
serve regional needs as well as preserving landscape/open space

PT Park Trail: multi-purpose trail located within park, greenway or
natural area

SuU Special Use Park: geared towards a specific use

RDSU Road End Special Use: public ROW which allow access to
resources, typically water access

NRA Natural Resources Area: land set aside for preservation of

natural resources, open space, buffering or other natural area

Table 3.2: County Park Type Key
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3.4.1.1 Community Description:
Arcadia is a township with an abundance of natural resources, the way in which
they are managed, cared for, and protected is critical to ensuring that future
generations have the same opportunities to utilize those resources as have
benefitted past generations. The natural resources provide both the economic
and recreational growth opportunities that attract residents and visitors. The
spectrum of uses ranges from agriculture to beach bathing, bird watching,
boating, cycling, hiking, snow shoeing, ice fishing, access to Lake Michigan and
night sky viewing.

Developing the type of place people want to live that offers attractive cultural,
social and natural resource amenities based on regional assets, provides
professional and social infrastructure to support their endeavors and provides
a lifestyle that suits their desires. Leveraging and building on community
assets, diversifying its economic base in order to attract and retain residents,
and understanding its role in the region are all factors considered in the
development of the Arcadia Township master plan and recreation goals.
Specifically, recreation planning is a key ingredient to define Arcadia Township
as a place that individuals seeking outdoor amenities and way of life want to
visit and perhaps stay.

Economic growth opportunities are centered on utilizing the natural resource
assets of the community as recreation avenues and building upon them so that
other sectors within the local economy benefit. Linking the economic activities
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and community assets in a well defined and developed trail system is essential to
tie all the elements together into a cohesive whole.

3.4.1.2 Inventory Discussion:
Arcadia Township provides varied recreational sites and opportunities to fit most
anyone’s need. A coastal recreation site in the form of the Arcadia Beach Natural
Area provides for ease of access to Lake Michigan with Universal Accessibility and
various site amenities such as restrooms, benches and signage. Further access to
Lake Michigan may be found at various road ends located within the municipality.
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