
TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2008

Pursuant to law, the Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 15, 2008, at 9:00 a.m. in the

Board of Commissioners Room and were called to order by the Chairperson.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation was given by Ervin Kowalski.

Roll Call was taken by the Clerk and all members reported present.

Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske

                            APPROVE MEETING AGENDA

Moved by Kowalski, supported by Haik to approve the Meeting Agenda and add the Physical Resources

Report and the Resolution on Fiscal Agent for Region 7 Homeland Security Planning Board.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by McCraner, supported by Rutske to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the minutes of 

the December 18, 2007, Regular Board Meeting, the minutes of the January 2, 2008, Organizational

Meeting, a report from the January 2, 2008 Board Study Session and the January 2008 monthly

appropriations and fund transfers.

YEAS: 7 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske,  

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++
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PUBLIC COMMENT:

NONE

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Russell Pomeroy, Manistee County Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The Treasurer spent
time with Wilson Ward CPA firm preparing for the annual Audit for Manistee County.  The Treasurer’s 
office was very busy doing Principal Residence Exemption Audits from a list sent to them by the State of
Michigan.  The Treasurer is continuing to move forward with the foreclosure process on the 2005
delinquent taxes.  Show cause hearings will be held on January 30th, 2008 in the 19th Circuit Court,
Manistee County.  Property owners still have until close of business on March 31st, 2008 to pay all
delinquent 2005 taxes.   The Treasurer is still in the process of working on a purchase agreement with the
U.S. Forest Service for the property the County purchased and pulled from the 2007 Auction.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Ervin Kowalski presented the Finance Committee Report.

Board of Commissioners
Manistee County
Manistee, Michigan    49660

Board of Commissioners:

We, do hereby submit our claims from December 11, 2007 through January 8, 2008.

General Fund
                             Election Fund

County Employment Training Fund
District Court Services Fund

Capital Improvement Fund
Brownfield Site Assessment Grants Fund

$208,448.69
$1,433.65
$3,081.13
$1,276.04
$3,500.00

$49.34

Health Insurance Fund
Law Library Fund

Computer Technology Fund
MSHDA Home Improvement Grant Fund
Economic Development CDBG Grant

Fund
Community Corrections Fund 

$111,712.38
$2,202.50
$2,502.07

$35,689.77
$2,650.50

$14.38

Juvenile Intervention Fund $1,451.35

Child Care Fund $16,967.68

Veteran’s Trust Fund $903.06
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Airport Fund
County Road Building Debt Fund

County Vehicle Fund
Compensated Services Fund

$30,022.10
$94,887.50
$13,974.90
$92,013.56

Total Claimed and allowed January 8, 2008     $622,780.60
             
             Total Payroll for the period 12/11/07 through 1/08/08 $420,067.33

Respectfully submitted,

Ervin Kowalski
Janice McCraner
Glenn Lottie

Moved by Kowalski, supported by Lottie to approve the bills and the same be paid in the amount of

$622,780.60.

YEAS: 7 Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE REPORT/JANUARY 8, 2008

Ervin Kowalski presented the Ways & Means Committee Report of January 8, 2008.



TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2008

RENEWAL MANISTEE COUNTY’S PROPERTY & LIABILITY INSURANCE

Moved by Kowalski, supported by McCraner to approve the renewal of the County’s property and

liability insurance through the Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority at a total annual cost of

$259,259.00 and when the County is issued the reimbursement check of $15,730.00 in net asset

distribution funds that those funds be deposited into the County loss fund which is on deposit with

M.M.R.M.A.

YEAS: 7 Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PAYMENT UNUSED ACCUMULATED VACATION & PERSONAL TIME

Moved by Kowalski, supported by McCraner to approve payment in the amount of $2,317.52 to Alex

Niesen as payment in full for his unused accumulated vacation and personal hours.

YEAS: 7 Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

MANISTEE COUNTY DIGITAL ORTHOPHOTO PROJECT

Moved by Fenstermacher, supported by McCraner to approve that Manistee County retain the services of

Chad Collins of Wayward Graphics to provide consulting services for the Manistee County Digital

Orthophoto Project, at a total cost of $1,649.00.

YEAS: 7 McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by Fenstermacher, supported by Haik to accept the Ways & Means Committee Report of
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January 8, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PHYSICAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT/JANUARY 14, 2008

Kathy Fenstermacher presented the Physical Resources Committee Report of January 14, 2008.

STORAGE SYSTEMS/TREASURER’S OFFICE/PROBATE COURT OFFICE

Moved by Fenstermacher, supported by Kowalski to approve that Casper Corporation be hired to install

the storage systems in the Treasurer’s Office ($8,682.29) and Probate Court Office ($15,528.36), for a

total cost of $24,210.65 with expense paid from the Capital Improvement Fund.

YEAS: 7 O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by Fenstermacher, supported by Kowalski to accept the Physical Resources Committee Report of

January 14, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT/JANUARY 4, 2008

Carl Rutske presented the Policy Committee Report of January 4, 2008.

LETTER/TRUST STATUS LANDS
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Moved by Rutske, supported by Haik to approve that the County Board Chairperson be authorized to

forward a letter regarding Trust Status Lands to Larry Romanelli, Ogema of the Little River Band of

Ottawa Indians.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

REIMBURSEMENT EDUCATION EXPENSES

Moved by Rutske, supported by Kowalski to approve to reimburse Jill Nowak for up to $915.00 in

education expenses toward obtaining an Associates Degree in Business/Management with proper written

evidence of her grades with funds for the same being paid out of the Education Fund.

YEAS: 7 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

AMEND EDUCATION FUND POLICY

Moved by Rutske, supported by Haik to approve that the Education Fund Policy be amended to

include language that clarifies, that all funds requested under this Policy must be applied for and approved

prior to staff participating in a class.

YEAS: 7 Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by Rutske, supported by McCraner to accept the Policy Committee Report of January 4, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT/JANUARY 4, 2008
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Ed Haik presented the Public Safety Committee Report of January 4, 2008.

FILER TOWNSHIP/PURCHASE MANISTEE COUNTY VAN

Moved by Kowalski, supported by Fenstermacher to approve the sale of a 1997 Dodge Caravan

(VIN#2B4FP25B5VR441497) to the Charter Township of Filer for the purchase price of $1.00.  The Van

will be used by the Filer Incident Support Team.  This group is the only medical response team in

Manistee County fully trained and equipped to enter into an active shooting incident to treat injuries.

YEAS: 7 Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to accept the Public Safety Committee Report of

January 4, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

RESOLUTION ON FISCAL AGENT FOR
REGION 7 HOMELAND SECURITY PLANNING BOARD

At a regular meeting of the Manistee County Board of Commissioners held in the Manistee County
Courthouse & Government Center, 415 Third Street, Manistee, Michigan, on the 15th day of 
January, 2008.

PRESENT: 7 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske

ABSENT: -0-

The following resolution was offered by       McCraner       and seconded by       Kowalski        :

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State of Michigan Emergency Management Act 390 of 1976, amended by
Act 132, 2002, Section 30.407a, subsection 7.a.4(b) and 7.a.4(k), the County is part of the Region 7
Homeland Security Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Board is to enhance regional preparedness for an emergency within the
County and Region 7 as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Grand Traverse County, as part of the Region 7 Board, has agreed to act as fiscal agent for
the Board; and

WHEREAS, as fiscal agent, Grand Traverse County is, under the Rules of the Board, responsible for
making purchases using state, federal and local grant money and, according to the Rules, “will be held
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responsible” for equipment purchased without submission of Eligibility Confirmation forms that is
determined to be ineligible by the Department of Homeland Security, state or federal, even where that
purchase has been authorized by the Region 7 Board; and

WHEREAS, the Homeland Security Grant Agreement signed between Grand Traverse County and the
Michigan Department of State Police provides that final determination on how funds awarded by the
grant agreement will be spent will be decided by the Homeland Security Region 7 Board, not Grand
Traverse County; and

WHEREAS, Grand Traverse County is willing to act as fiscal agent only if the other 16 Counties
comprising the Region 7 Board are willing to agree to hold harmless and indemnify Grand Traverse
County in the event an expenditure approved by the Region 7 Board is later determined to be ineligible
for reimbursement under the rules of a state, federal or local grant; and

WHEREAS, it is beneficial to both the County and the Region 7 Board to have Grand Traverse County
act as fiscal agent for the Board, and fair to indemnify and hold harmless Grand Traverse County where a
purchase is authorized by the Region 7 Board but later determined ineligible for grant reimbursement;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Manistee County Board of Commissioners agrees
to indemnify and hold harmless Grand Traverse County, acting as fiscal agent for the Region 7 Board, for
expenditures approved by the Region 7 Board should that expenditure later be determined by some state,
federal or local agency to be ineligible for reimbursement under the terms of a grant.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Kowalski to approve the Resolution on Fiscal Agent for Region 7

Homeland Security Planning Board.

YEAS: 7 Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

MANISTEE COUNTY TECHNOLOGY/INFORMATION

COMMITTEE REPORT

Glenn Lottie presented the Manistee County Technology/Information Committee Report of

January 10, 2008.

COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE/VITAL RECORDS INDEXING SOFTWARE

Moved by Lottie, supported by Rutske to approve purchasing the Vital Records Indexing Software from
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CherryLan Systems, Inc. to be utilized in the County Clerk’s Office for up to $16,275.00, and that the

County Clerk obtain a formal quote from CherryLan Systems, Inc., for the software package.

YEAS: 7 McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PURCHASE PRINTER/85TH DISTRICT COURT

Moved by Lottie, supported by Fenstermacher to approve the purchase of an HP LaserJet 4350n Printer

for the 85th District Court from CDW-G for a total cost of $1,649.99, to be paid from the Computer

Technology Fund.

YEAS: 7 O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

PURCHASE PRINTER/PROSECUTING ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

Moved by Lottie, supported by Fenstermacher to approve the purchase of an HP LaserJet 4250TN Printer

for the County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office from CDW-G for $1,395.77, and an HP LaserJet 4200 4250

4350 Envelope Feeder for $228.55, for a total cost of $1,699.20 (including freight), to be paid from the

Computer Technology Fund.

YEAS: 7 Rutske, Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Moved by McCraner, supported by Rutske to accept the Manistee County Technology/Information

Committee Report of January 10, 2008.

Motion Carried
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++++++++++++++++++++++

DRAFT OF ENABLING ORDINANCE/DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT #10

Moved by Lottie, supported by Kowalski to recommend to the District Health Department #10 Board of

Health the adoption of the draft Enabling Ordinance pertaining to the inspection of onsite water and

sewage disposal systems. 

YEAS: 7 Fenstermacher, Haik, Kowalski, Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske

NAYS: 0

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

ENERGY FAIR SUPPORT LETTER

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to authorize the County Board Chairperson to send a

letter to surrounding governmental entities requesting a resolution or letter of support for the 2008

Michigan Energy Fair with the condition that the letter be signed under the title of County Board

Chairperson and that the letter be written on behalf of the Manistee County Board of Commissioners.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

AIRPORT AUTHORITY APPOINTMENT/CITY REPRESENTATIVE

The Manistee City Council recommended Dale Picardat for a two (2) year term of office on the Airport
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Authority.  The term expires December 31, 2009.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to appoint Dale Picardat as the City of Manistee’s

representative on the Airport Authority.

YEAS: 5 Lottie, McCraner, O’Shea, Rutske, Fenstermacher

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 2 Haik, Kowalski

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

Dale Picardat was appointed to the Airport Authority for a two (2) year term ending December 31, 2009.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT/JANUARY 8, 2008

Carl Rutske presented the Personnel Committee Report of January 8, 2008.

Items not requiring Board Action:

Discussion regarding Manistee County Policy and Procedures for Retiree & Former
Employee Health and Dental Insurance coverage.

Copy of the Amended Court Personnel Policy was presented to the Committee.

Update on the status of GEA/POAM Negotiations.

The Personnel Committee set the second Tuesday of every month at 1:00 p.m. as their
regular meeting date with the exception of April and October which were set on the third
Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.

NO ACTION ITEMS.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to accept the Personnel Committee Report of

January 8, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

RECYCLING COMMITTEE REPORT/JANUARY 4, 2008



TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2008

Allan O’Shea presented the Recycling Committee Report of January 4, 2008.

Items not requiring Board Action:

Meeting dates for 2008 - First Friday of every month at 11:30 a.m.

Ms. Ihlenfeldt and Ms. Keson (Alliance for Economic Success) are talking with each
municipality and the Manufacturers Council regarding recycling.

The Alliance for Economic Success has applied for a grant from the United States
Department of Agriculture for financial support for the Manistee County Recycling Initiative.

NO ACTION ITEMS.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to accept the Recycling Committee Report of

January 4, 2008.

Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

GREEN TEAM COMMITTEE REPORT/JANUARY 4, 2008

Allan O’Shea presented the Green Team Committee Report of January 4, 2008.

Items not requiring Board Action:

The Manistee County Green Team needs an official name and a mission statement.

Environmental Resolutions will pass through this Committee.

Manistee County has signed up for the Energy Star Challenge and NACO’s Energy Efficiency
Program.

The Committee would like to have five additional team members from the community 
(Community Mental Health, Health Department, Medical Care Facility, Manistee City,
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, Industry).

The Committee will look into grant availabilities for government facilities.

In 2008, the Green Team Committee will meet on the first Friday of each month at 1:30 p.m.

No Action Items.

Moved by McCraner, supported by Fenstermacher to accept the Green Team Committee Report of

January 4, 2008.
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Motion Carried

++++++++++++++++++++++

MANISTEE COUNTY ALLIANCE FOR ECONOMIC SUCCESS

Renee Ihlenfeldt, Director and Betsy Keson, Resource Specialist, for the Manistee County Alliance for

Economic Success appeared before the Board to gather feedback from County Commissioners concerning

current and future recycling programs in Manistee County.  A handout entitled, Community Meetings,

Community Recycling: Information, Objectives, Options.  Each Commissioner was asked to answer the

questions on the handout regarding recycling in Manistee County.  Discussion followed.

MANISTEE COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT

ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2007

Gerald Peterson, Manager of the Manistee County Road Commission, appeared before the Board to

present the Road Commission Annual Report for fiscal year ending September 30, 2007.  A handout

entitled, Manistee County Road Commission, Year Ended - 09/30/07 was given to the Board of

Commissioners.  Mr. Peterson went through the Annual Report with the Commissioners.  Discussion

followed.

Ed Haik returned to the meeting at 11:28 a.m.

Adjourn at the Call of the Chair.

                                                                                                              CLERK


