
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 
 
 

 

Pursuant to law, the Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 
9:00 a.m. in the Board of Commissioner's Room and were called to order by the 
Chairperson. 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Invocation 
 
 
Roll Call was taken by Jill M. Nowak, County Clerk: 

 
PRESENT: Mark Bergstrom, Jeff Dontz, Ken Hilliard, Alan Marshall, Richard 

Schmidt, Brook Shafer 

ABSENT: Karen Goodman 

 
APPROVE MEETING AGENDA 

 
Moved by Shafer, seconded by Dontz to approve the amended Meeting Agenda with the 

addition of the Little Manistee River Watershed Management Plan to the agenda at 9:30 

a.m. as the Drain Commissioner is unable to appear before the Board at the scheduled 

time. 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Moved by Bergstrom, seconded by Shafer to approve the Consent Agenda which 

includes the minutes of the August 18, 2015 Regular Board Meeting, the minutes of the 

August 18, 2015 Board Budget Study Session, the minutes of the August 24, 2015 Board 

Budget Study Session and the September 2015 monthly appropriations and fund 

transfers. 

 
YEAS:  6 Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Mark Sohlden, Manager, Manistee County Road Commission, updated the Board on 
numerous projects that are taking place around the County.  Mr. Sohlden also spoke 
concerning the budget for FY 2015 and proposed budget amendments, as well as the 
proposed preliminary budget for FY 2016. 
       
 

RECOGNITION, ANNOUNCEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
Mr. Kaminski explained the handouts that were on the Commissioner’s desks which 
included a copy of an email referencing Thomas Smith, Manistee County Drain 
Commissioner, and copies of bills for Koerner Law Group, PLLC from January 6, 2015 
through March 4, 2015.  These bills are expenses for the Kettle Hole Drain project.  Mr. 
Smith was unable to attend the Board meeting.  Also distributed were the Regional 
Summit Committee Minutes of the September 11, 2015 meeting, FY 2015/16 Budget 
Report #3 dated Tuesday, September 15, 2015 (Appendix A) and the FY 2015/16 
Supplemental Fund Budget (Appendix B).  The General Budget was already included in 
the Board packet for the meeting.  These items will be referenced throughout the meeting. 
 
 
 

CONSUMERS ENERGY UPGRADED METER TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
Dennis A. McKee, Communications Director for Consumers Energy, appeared before the 
Board to provide information on upgraded meter technology which will be installed in 
Manistee County beginning in 2016 with a project completion date of December 2017.  
Mr. McKee explained some benefits of the efficient system would be meters can be 
remotely read through cell towers and therefore there will be no more estimated bills, one 
can track their energy usage on line, and there will be better outage management for a 
quicker response time.  Consumers Energy customers will be notified by postcards, 
letters and door hangers prior to technicians working at residences.   Customers will also 
be able to keep their old meters but would have to pay a fee. 
 

 
APPROVAL OF THE FY 2015/16 CHILD CARE FUND BUDGET 

 
Cameron Clark, Youth Services Director for the 19th Judicial Circuit, appeared before the 
Board to request approval of the FY 2015/16 Child Care Fund budget that will be 
submitted to the State of Michigan.  Mr. Clark answered questions from the Board. 
 
Moved by Shafer, seconded by Marshall to approve the FY 2015/16 Child Care Fund 

Budget which totals $488,676.00 and authorize the County Board Chair to sign the same 

and submit it to the State of Michigan.  

 
YEAS:  6 Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 
 
 

 

 
LITLE MANISTEE RIVER WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 
Armas Soorus and Joyce Durdel of the Little Manistee River Watershed Conservation 
Council, a 501(C) (3) organization, appeared before the Board to explain the history, 
purpose, programs and projects of the Watershed Council and the need for a Little 
Manistee River Watershed Management Plan.   A Steering Committee drives the 
completion of the Plan but the Community determines what is in the plan and the 
direction that is to be taken.  Mr. Soorus stated they have started an endowment fund for 
short and long term sustainment and are looking for contributions and partnership 
agreements.  It was a consensus of the Board to forward the information on the Little 
Manistee River Watershed Plan and Council to the Planning Commission for a 
recommendation. 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Russell Pomeroy, County Treasurer, appeared before the Board to give his monthly 
report.  Mr. Pomeroy reported on the 2015 Tax Reverted Property Sale and explained the 
process of the sale.  There were twenty (20) parcels up for auction of which seventeen 
(17) parcels sold, two (2) parcels did not sell and one (1) parcel was removed from the 
auction and it will have to be resold at the second auction.  The total amount of taxes due 
on the foreclosed properties (minimum bid) was $96,750, the sale price amount was 
$217,550, with a net gain of $120,800 less the amount of the Foreclosure Fund Budget of 
$92,861 for a budget surplus of $27,939.  Mr. Pomeroy indicated that the tax sale went 
very well.  A second auction will be held on October 13, 2015.   
 
 

MOTION TO ENTER INTO A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 

FY 2015/16 COUNTY BUDGET 

 
Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Bergstrom to enter into a Public Hearing on the FY 

2015/16 County Budget. 

 
YEAS:  6 Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FY 2015/16 COUNTY BUDGET 

 
 
The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment on the Manistee County FY 
2015/16 budget and the proposed tax millage rate to be levied to support the budget and 
County entity budgets which are supported by special millages. 
 
On Tuesday, August 18, 2025, the Board of Commissioners adopted a FY 2015/16 
tentative General Fund budget totaling $10,738,868, and tentative Supplemental Fund 
budgets totaling $7,106,113.  Since that time, the tentative budget and maximum property 
tax millage rate of 8.7300 mills has been available for public inspection in the County 
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Clerk’s Office and on the County’s website.  The County Board has reviewed the 
financial statements of all county entities receiving special voted millage to determine 
whether millage reductions should occur.  The Board, during its budget study sessions 
have reached consensus that the following Manistee County millage should be levied in 
accordance with the General Property Tax Act: 
 

County Allocated Operating   5.5000 
Library Operations   1.000 
Medical Care Operations    .5000 
9-1-1 Emergency Operations  1.000 
Dial-A-Ride Operations    .3300 
Council on Aging Operations    .3000 
Conservation District     .1000  

     TOTAL 8.7300 Mills 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Brian Putney, Manistee County Fair Board, appeared before the Board to request the 
annual appropriation of $10,000 from the County.  A lack of communication from the 
Fair Board seems to be a problem.  Mr. Putney stated there was some change in personnel 
and the information never got conveyed.  The previous funding was used for new guard 
rails on the track, paint for buildings, lights and other bills and that the support from the 
County is important.  The County Board reiterated their request for the Fair Board’s 
Budget, financial statements and what the funds will be spent on.   The funding will 
remain in the FY 2015/16 Budget. 
 
No other public comment. 
 
 
Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Marshall to close the Public Hearing to receive Public 

Comment on the Manistee County FY 2015/16 Budget and the proposed tax millage rate 

to be levied to support the budget. 

 
YEAS:  6 Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 
Board of Commissioners 
Manistee County 
Manistee, Michigan 49660 
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Board of Commissioners: 
 
 
We do hereby submit our claims from August 5, 2015, through September 2, 2015: 
             
 General Fund:.....................................................................................................$212,013.16 
 Recycling Fund: .......................................................................................................3,694.25 
 Maintenance of Effort Fund: ..................................................................................13,500.89 
 Bear Lake Improvement Fund: ................................................................................6,367.35 
 Capital Improvement Fund: ...................................................................................37,499.25 
 Register of Deeds Automation Fund: .........................................................................456.99 
 Health Insurance Fund: ........................................................................................155,697.06 
 Law Enforcement Training Fund: ............................................................................5,946.64 
 Law Library Fund: ...................................................................................................2,961.79 
 Housing Fund: .............................................................................................................953.00 
 Juvenile Intervention Fund: ........................................................................................732.76 
 Child Care Fund: ......................................................................................................6,725.63 
 Soldiers & Sailors Relief Fund: ...............................................................................2,560.95 
 Airport Authority Fund: .........................................................................................28,507.43 
 Compensated Services Fund: .................................................................................98,306.89 
 Tax Revolving – State Sales: ......................................................................................433.71 
 Trust & Agency Fund: .............................................................................................7,522.26 
 Drain Fund: ............................................................................................................54,658.05 
  

 Total Claimed and allowed September 15, 2015 ...............................$638,538.06 
 
 Total Payroll for the period of August 5, 2015, through September 2, 2015 ....$442,761.14 
  (Includes 2 payrolls) 
 
 
Moved by Bergstrom, seconded by Shafer to approve and the same to be paid in the 

amount of $638,538.06. 

 
YEAS:  6 Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE MINUTES/SEPTEMBER 2, 2015 

 
Mark Bergstrom presented the Ways & Means Committee Minutes of September 2, 2015. 

 
REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF DEBT PAYOFF TO THE CITY OF 

MANISTEE JAIL WATER EXTENSION LOAN 

Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Bergstrom to give Mr. Kaminski the authority to pay off 

the Jail portion of the Capital Improvement Loan for the City’s well and water line 
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project located on County Airport property, not to exceed $40,000; to be paid from the 

Capital Improvement Fund.   

 
YEAS:  6 Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
FORMER ANIMAL CONTROL BUILDING MINIMUM BID SALE 

 
 
Moved by Bergstrom, seconded by Schmidt to lower the minimum bid of the old Animal 

Control Building and property to a minimum bid of $1,000 to be sold at the next property 

auction in October 2015. 

 
YEAS:  2 Dontz, Hilliard 

NAYS: 4 Bergstrom, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Failed 

+++++++++++++++++ 

Moved by Bergstrom, seconded by Schmidt to lower the minimum bid of the old Animal 

Control Building and property to a minimum bid of $2,500 to be sold at the next property 

auction in October 2015. 

 
YEAS:  6 Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

REVIEW OF CYCLE II GRANTS TO BE SUBMITTED BY THE COUNTY TO 

THE LOCAL REVENUE SHARING BOARD 

Review and consideration of grants, which are proposed to be submitted by the county to 
the local Revenue Sharing Board, in the 2015 Cycle II grant process.  All grants are due 
in the Revenue Sharing Board Office by Friday, September 4, 2015 at 5:00 p.m.  The 
Grants submitted by County Department/Agencies are as follows: 
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A) Public Safety Grant Applications: 
 

1) 19th Circuit Court – Family Division (Youth Diversion Program) = 
$5,000 
This application requests funding to create a Juvenile Diversion Program 
focusing primarily on the issue of truancy and school-related behavioral 
issues.  The Court would work closely with local school districts and the 
Muskegon Conflict Resolution Services Organization.  The target age 
initially would be from ages 8-13, in an attempt to catch these issues early 
in a child’s life, therefore giving them a better chance for success in school 
and in the community.  School truancy and failure are early predictors of 
later delinquent behavior in the teen years.  Success in elementary and 
middle school is a primary factor in success later in school and in life.  
Referrals to the program would be made by the school Principals and/or 
Counselors, and the Court staff would help facilitate the connection to the 
mediators and the conflict resolution program.  The money would 
specifically be spent on the fees associated with the actual time spent in 
the resolution process.  If funding is less than the requested amount, the 
program would reduce the number of school districts allowed to be 
involved in the project or the number of juveniles and families allowed to 
receive the services. 
 

2) Manistee County Sheriff’s Office (Bullet Proof Vests) (Cooperative 
City and County Law Enforcement Grant) = $21,444. 
This application requests partial funding for the purchase of new 
bulletproof vests for Sheriff’s Office and Manistee City Police Department 
personnel.  A total of 27 Police Officer vests and 11 Correction Officer 
Vests would be purchased at a total costs of $32,032, with $10,588 funded 
through a bulletproof vest partnership grant received by the Sheriff’s 
Office.  Specifically, the City Police are in need of 12 Armor Express 
Serauph Level 2 concealable vests with carriers, and a 7 x 10 shock plate, 
while the Sheriff’s Office needs 15 vests.  Additionally, the Sheriff’s 
Office needs 11 Armor Express Gemini Level 2/Spike and Ballistic vests 
for Corrections Officers.  The price breakdown is as follows: 
 
a)  27 Police Officer vests = $775.00 each plus estimated shipping of 

$162.00 = $21,087 
b) 11 Corrections Officer vests = $995.00 each = $10,945 

 
Total = $32,032 

  
$10,588 of this total will be covered by the above mentioned BVP grant 
award. 

 
3) Manistee County Firefighter’s Association (Firefighter Training 

Facility) = $16,250. 
This application requests partial funding to purchase items necessary to 
complete the Firefighter Training Facility.  The following items are being 
requested: 
 
a)  600 feet of railing pipe = $3,000 
b) Materials for pitched roof = $1,000 
c) Materials for internal stairs = $2,400 
d) Materials for external stairs = $2,000 
e) Cutting and installing of 3 windows and 4 service doors = $1,750 
f) 3 theatrical smoke machines = $3,600 
g) Electrical work  = $2,500 

 
Most of the labor involved in this project will be volunteered by the Fire 
Departments of Manistee County.  Total budget for the project is $32,550, 



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 
 
 

 

with $5,800 funded in a prior Revenue Sharing Grant and $10,500 funded 
by the applicant and the Michigan Office of Firefighter Training. 
 

4) SSCENT (Covert Surveillance Cameras) = $1,311.15 
This application requests funding for the purchase of two (2) Covert 
Surveillance Cameras to assist Detectives in identifying, documenting and 
memorializing criminal activity.  The intelligence gained will aid in 
successful prosecutions of those involved in criminal behavior.  The 
cameras have the ability to document activity covertly during the hours of 
darkness and daylight.  Specifically, two (2) Reconyx Hyperfire license 
plate cameras will be purchased. 

 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY GRANT APPLICATIONS (4) = $44,005.15 
 
B) Offset Grant Applications: 
 

1)  None submitted 
 

TOTAL OFFSET GRANT APPLICATIONS (0) = $0 
 
C) Other Grant Applications: 
 

1)  None submitted 
 
TOTAL OTHER GRANT APPLICATIONS (0) = $0 
 
TOTAL GRANT APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED BY MANISTEE COUNTY (4) = 
$44,005.15 
 
 
Moved by Bergstrom, seconded by Schmidt that the County submit all four (4) Cycle II-

2015 Public Safety grant applications totaling $44,005.15 to the Manistee Local Revenue 

Sharing Board.   

 
YEAS:  6 Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

Moved by Bergstrom, seconded by Schmidt to accept the Ways & Means Committee 

Minutes of September 2, 2015.  

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MINUTES/SEPTEMBER 2, 2015 

 
Ken Hilliard presented the Personnel Committee Minutes of September 2, 2015. 
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JOB DESCRIPTION AND CLASSIFICATION REVIEW FOR THE  

PROBATE REGISTER POSITION 

 
 
Moved by Dontz, seconded by Marshall to recommend the approval of the new job 

description for the Probate Register and the increase in the job classification from a pay 

grade 5 step 5 to a pay grade 6 step 5, and an increase of $1,316.01 including benefits 

effective October 1, 2015. 

 
YEAS:  6 Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE PERSONNEL 

OFFICER/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

 
Motion by Marshall, seconded by Bergstrom to table the Employment Agreement with 

the Personnel Officer/Administrative Assistant in order to study the need for an Assistant 

Administrator in Manistee County. 

 
YEAS:  2 Bergstrom, Marshall 

NAYS: 4 Schmidt, Shafer, Dontz, Hilliard 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Failed 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
Moved by Shafer, seconded by Dontz to approve the new job title from Personnel 

Officer/Administrative Assistant to Human Resources Manager/Assistant Administrator; 

approve a two (2) year Employment Agreement beginning October 1, 2015, renewable on 

an annual basis; approve the recommendation of Mark Nottley, Municipal Consulting 

Services LLC to increase the position from pay grade 10 to pay grade 11 (for comparison 

purposes) which would increase the salary of this position from $48,153.09 to 

$55,365.01; under the Termination Clause by Employer Without Cause to read, the 
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Employee shall be entitled to severance payment in the amount of the wages not to 

exceed three (3) months. 

 
YEAS:  4 Schmidt, Shafer, Dontz, Hilliard 

NAYS: 2 Bergstrom, Marshall 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE JAIL ADMINISTRATOR 

 
 
Moved by Bergstrom, seconded by Marshall to recommend the approval to increase the 

salary of the Jail Administrator from $51,084.73 to $54,595.58.; approve a two (2) year 

Employment Agreement beginning October 1, 2015, renewable on an annual basis, which 

has been approved by Sheriff Kowalkowski; under the Termination Clause by Employer 

Without Cause to read, the Employee shall be entitled to severance payment in the 

amount of the wages not to exceed three (3) months.   

 
YEAS:  6 Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

WAGE INCREASES FOR FY 2015/2016 
 

Moved by Marshall, seconded by Dontz to approve a wage increase for all non-union 

employees, Elected Officials and Court employees of one (1) % effective October 1, 

2015. 

 
YEAS:  0 None 

NAYS: 6 Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Failed 

+++++++++++++++++ 
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Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Shafer to approve a wage increase for all non-union 

employees and Elected Officials of one (1) % effective October 1, 2015; and tabling 

action on Court employees. 

 
YEAS:  6 Hilliard, Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
Items Not Requiring Board Action. 

 
REVISED WAGE SCALE 

 

The concept of the revised wage scale continues to be explored. The intention of the 
revised wage scale being reviewed is to condense the years of service to reach the top of 
the wage scale from 27 years to 15 years.  The finance portion is still being worked on.  It 
is hoped that partial implementation could take place in FY 2016/17. 
 
  
Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Shafer to accept the Personnel Committee Minutes of 

September 2, 2015.  

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

AREA AGENCY ON AGING OF NORTHWEST MICHIGAN 

 FY 2014 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Robert Schlueter, Executive Director of the Area Agency on Aging of Northwest 
Michigan appeared before the Board to present the Agency’s FY 2014 Annual Report. 
 
 

SPECIAL REPORT FROM WEST SHORE MEDICAL CENTER 
 

James Barker, Chief Executive Officer, John Hoch, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Donn Lemmer, Vice President of Finance, and Richard Wilson, WSMC Legal Counsel, 
appeared before the Board to provide information and answer the Board’s questions 
regarding the West Shore Medical Center Board of Trustees recent decision to explore 
stronger ties with Munson Healthcare.   Mr. Barker indicated there was still a lot of due 
diligence to be done before a plan is agreed upon.  The Board asked that they be kept 
apprised of the situation with open communication with Prosecutor Stone and Mr. 
Kaminski.  It was also requested by the County Board for a list of comparisons of the 
current services compared to service under the proposed new affiliation. 
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ADOPTION OF THE 2015 GENERAL FUND  

APPROPRIATIONS ACT RESOLUTION 

 
RESOLUTION #2015-15 

 
MANISTEE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

COUNTY OF MANISTEE 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT - 2015 

 
A Resolution appropriating monies and adopting the FY 2015/16 Manistee County 
General Fund budget, and FY 2015/16 Supplemental Fund budgets. 
 
It being the finding and opinion of the Manistee County Board of Commissioners: 
 

The County Board of Commissioners have had under consideration the taxes of 
local units of government and the budgetary needs of various County 
departments/budgetary units. 

 
The County Board of Commissioners, after considerable deliberations, has 
recommended adoption of the FY 2015/16 Budget. 

 
In recognition of the above-listed findings and opinions: 
 

The Manistee County Board of Commissioners hereby resolves to levy, under the 
General Property Tax Act, the total millage of 8.7300 mills for FY 2015/16 
operations.  Included in this total millage are: 

 
  County Allocated Operating    5.5000 
  County Library Voted      1.0000 
  Medical Care Voted      .5000 
  9-1-1 Voted       1.000 
  Dial-A-Ride Voted      .3300 
  Council on Aging Voted     .3000 
  Conservation District      .1000 
 

The Board further resolves to adopt the FY 2015/16 General Fund Operating 
Budget at a total of $10,826,666 and FY 2015/16 Supplemental Fund budgets 
totaling $7,130,378. 

 
The Board further resolves to approve all wage increases for FY 2015/16 in 
accordance with the Union Labor Contracts and various other agreements reached 
between the Manistee County Board of Commissioners, and the Elected Officials, 
employees, and Chief Judges of the Circuit, District, and Probate Courts. The 
Board further resolves that the FY 2015/16 Budget will follow the philosophy of a 
line item expenditure control budget for all County Departments and Courts with 
specific end results with a basic approach as follows: 

 
  In the event that a department finishes the fiscal year with 

non-personnel related funds continuing to be available, 
one-half of that amount would be set aside into an account 
specifically dedicated to departmental purchases.  That 
amount could be used in future years by the department to 
cover cost overruns.  That amount could accrue from year 
to year to the benefit of the departments.  Expenditures 
from that account could only be made for departmental 
services, equipment or programs.  The other one-half of 
any annual budget underrun would revert to the General 
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Fund balance for use at the discretion of the County Board 
of Commissioners.  The Board resolves to implement this 
program subject to modifications which may be required 
and subject to elimination of the program after some 
experience if the plan does not provide the anticipated 
benefits. 

 
The Board further resolves that an appropriation is not a mandate to spend but 
shall limit the amount which may be spent for such purposes as are defined by the 
Board of Commissioners and which shall be limited to the time period of October 
1, 2015 through September 30, 2016.  The Board further resolves that any County 
department, Court, agency, board, commission or unit whatsoever, and any 
organization, public or private, which accepts a County appropriation shall do so 
subject to an agreement which provides for an inspection and/or audit by the 
Manistee County Board or its designee.  The Board or its designee shall have 
access for the purpose of audit and examination to any and all books, documents, 
papers and records of the recipient organization.  Each funded agency shall also 
be required to provide the County with its annual budget each year. 

 
The Board further resolves that in the event the State of Michigan fails to provide 
certain revenue transfer payments as required by State law and/or contractual 
agreements between the State of Michigan and Manistee County, the specific 
programs funded by such State revenue transfer payments shall bear the full 
impact of such revenue reduction.  In the event the State of Michigan defaults or 
otherwise fails to provide general, unrestricted revenue transfer payments, the 
Board, upon the recommendation of the Ways & Means Committee shall allocate 
said revenue reduction in its legislative judgment.  The Manistee County Board 
of Commissioners cannot and will not absorb the program costs created by 
revenue transfer payment default by the State of Michigan. 

 
The Board further resolves that the budget may be amended upon the 
recommendation of the Ways & Means Committee as conditions indicate, 
provided the budget remains in a balanced state. 
 
The Board further resolves to authorize the Board Chairman and County Clerk to 
sign the amended form L-4029 which is attached to this resolution, and which 
lists the millage to be levied on December 1, 2015 and July 1, 2016 totaling 
8.7300 mills. 

 
Moved by Shafer, seconded by Schmidt to adopt the above Resolution #2015-15, The 

General Appropriations Act which adopts the General Fund Budget of $10,826,666 and 

the Supplemental Fund budget of $7,130,378.  Also, under the General Property Tax Act, 

levy a total millage of 8.7300 mills for 2016 operations, and set specific policies and 

procedures regarding the FY 2015/16 budget; and this Resolution amends the L-4029 

Report.  

 
YEAS:  6 Marshall, Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 
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HOUSING REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT/AUGUST 25, 2015 
 

 
Jeff Dontz presented the Housing Review Committee Report of August 25, 2015. 
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF BIDS FOR PROJECTS # 14-1-15 AND 14-2-15 
 
 

Items Not Requiring Board Action. 
 
The Board took no action as the Housing Review Committee has the Authority to Act on 
projects. 
 
Rachel Nelson stated that looking for a Third-Party Administrator for the Housing 
Program is recommended.  This person would be entirely committed to the Housing 
Program and would be able to combine efforts of the program with other entities and 
grants.  The MSHDA program is changing as well as the amounts of grants available.   
 

 
Moved by Dontz, seconded by Marshall to accept the Housing Review Committee 

Minutes of August 25, 2015. 

 
Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
JOINT MANISTEE-BENZIE COURT COMMITTEE MINUTES/ 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 

 
Jeff Dontz presented the Joint Manistee-Benzie Court Committee Minutes of September 
8, 2015. 
 
 
No Action Items. 

Items Not Requiring Board Action. 

 
Wages for Court employees was discussed but a solution was not reached.  Manistee 
County has tentatively budgeted a 1% wage increase for all Court employees.  However, 
Benzie County has budgeted zero.  Discussion will continue on wages.  
 
Jane Johnson spoke on behalf of the court appointed attorneys concerning the amount of 
fees paid to attorneys and the time involved.  It was stated that the State of Michigan is 
looking into court appointed counsel for indigent persons.   
 
  
Moved by Dontz, seconded by Bergstrom to accept the Joint Manistee-Benzie Court 

Committee Minutes of September 8, 2015. 

 
Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 
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GREEN TEAM COMMITTEE MINUTES/AUGUST 27, 2015 
 
 

Brook Shafer presented the Green Team Committee Minutes of August 27, 2015. 
 
 

IRIS WASTE DIVERSION SPECIALISTS, INC. CONTRACT 
 

 
Moved by Marshall, seconded by Shafer to approve renewing the current contract with 

Iris Waste Diversion Specialists, Inc. for one (1) year at the current rate with no changes 

for the purpose of administering the County’s Recycling Program.  

 
YEAS:  6 Schmidt, Shafer, Bergstrom, Dontz, Hilliard, Marshall 

NAYS: 0 None 

ABSENT: 1 Goodman 

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 

Items Not Requiring Board Action. 
 
 
The Green Teams past focus has been mainly on recycling and will now expand its work 
on Energy Management Best Practices.  Julie Schmeling will now be keeping energy 
portfolios on projects to document the progress of goals for the plan.   
 
The Household Hazardous Waste (HHR) Event that took place on Saturday, August 15, 
2015 was very well received.  Due to the overwhelming response, the idea of having a 
second event was suggested but whether funding would allow that or not was unknown.   
 
Mr. Kaminski reported that most of the municipalities that had been participating in the 
recycling program in the past have all signed inter-local agreements for 2016.    
 
 
Moved by Shafer, seconded by Bergstrom to accept the Green Team Committee Minutes 

of August 27, 2015.  

Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
REGIONAL SUMMIT COMMITTEE MINUTES/SEPTEMBER 11, 2015 

 
Brook Shafer presented the Green Team Committee Minutes of September 11, 2015. 
 
 
No Action Items. 
 
Items Not Requiring Board Action. 
 
 



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 
 
 

 

The Regional Summit is being held September 17, 2015 at the Norman Township 
Community Center.  Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.  Details of presentation were 
discussed.  Set up of the hall will take place Wednesday, September 16 at 2:00 p.m. if 
anyone would like to help.  Over seventy (70) people are expected to attend.  
 
 
Moved by Shafer, seconded by Marshall to accept the Regional Summit Committee 

Minutes of September 11, 2015. 

  
Motion Carried 

+++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS CONTROLLER AND BOARD ITEMS 
 
 

Mr. Kaminski reminded the Board about Customer Appreciation Days at the Landfill on 
Friday, September 25, 2015 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
Mr. Kaminski was invited to a rates meeting on Wednesday, September 16, 2015 at 1 
p.m. at Manistee Township Hall concerning the rates on the new sewer line.  Chairman 
Hilliard and Commissioner Dontz of the 5th District have also been invited to attend 
along with other interested parties affected by the new sewer line.    
 
It was a consensus of the Board to again request the Drain Commissioner appear before 
the Board to discuss the new $11,000+ in bills that have been submitted to Stronach 
Township for the Kettle Hole Drain. 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 
Jill Nowak, County Clerk addressed the Board and asked them to reconsider their 
decision on a one pay grade increase for some job positions in the County Clerk’s Office.  
After discussion, it was a consensus of the Board to send this matter back to the 
Personnel Committee to revisit the issue. 
 
 
Adjourn at the Call of the Chair. 
 
 
___________________________________ Clerk 


