
Manistee Township Zoning Ordinance, 2009 
 
 – December 3, 2009 
 
ARTICLE 1 TITLE, PURPOSE, LEGAL CLAUSES – page 1 
 101. Short Title. – page 1 
 102. Purposes. – page 1 
 103. Legal Basis. – page 2 
 104.  Effective Date – page 2 
 105. Scope. – page 2 
 106. Vested Rights – page 2 
 107. Conflict with Other Laws. – page 2 
 108. Codification  – page 3 
 
ARTICLE 5   INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS – page 5 
 501. Interpretations. – page 5 
 502. Definitions. – page 6 
 503. North American Industrial Classification System. – page 39 
 
ARTICLE 10 GENERAL PROVISIONS – page 40 
 100. General – page 40 
  1001. Scope – page 40 
  1002. Lot Use Limitation. – page 40 
  1003. Performance Standards. – page 40 
  1004. Exotic Animals. – page 42 
 101. Environmental, water – page 42 
  1010. Farm Ponds/Fish Ponds. – page 42 
 102. Environmental, waste – page 43 
  1020. Screening of Refuse Storage Areas. – page 43 
 103. Environmental, other – page 44 
  1030. Greenbelts. – page 44 
  1031. Erosion Control Devices. – page 45 
  1032. Keeping of Pets. – page 45 
  1033. Motor Vehicle Storage in Residential Districts. – page 45 
  1034. Excavation (Unauthorized). – page 46 
 104. Parcel and setback – page 46 
  1040. Lot Size Averaging. – page 46 
  1041. Cross-District Averaging. – page 46 
  1042. Fences. – page 47 
 105. Road, Parking, access  – page 48 
  1050. Driveways and Private Street Standards. – page 48 
  1053. Corner Clearance and Visibility. – page 50 
  1054. Parking and Loading – page 50 
   1054.1. Statement of Purpose.  
   1054.2. General Provisions. 
   1054.3.  Collective Parking. 
   1054.4.  Off-Street Loading. 

   1054.5.  Off-Street Parking Space Layout, Standards, 
Construction and Maintenance.  

   1054.6. Parking Space Requirements. 
 106. Aesthetic, sign, and related – page 61 
  1060. Sign Regulations – page 61 
   1060.1. Location.   
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   1060.2. On Premises Signs (no permit needed 
   1060.3. Attached Signs (no permit needed).   
   1060.4. Off Premises Signs (requires permit)   
   1060.5. Other Signs (requires permit).   
   1060.6. Permit Application 
   1060.7. Permit Criteria for Issuance. 
   1060.8. Obsolete Signs.   
   1060.9. Special Event Signs (requires a permit).   
   1060.10 Private Sales Signs (no permit required).   
   1060.11. Site Plan Signs.   
   1060.12. Real Estate Signs (no permit required).   
   1060.13. Political Signs (no permit required). 
   1060.14. Sign Condition – All Signs. 
 107. Structure  – page 63 
  1070. Accessory Buildings, Structures and Uses. – page 64 
  1071. Temporary Dwellings during Construction. – page 64 
  1072. Swimming Pools. – page 64 
  1073. Height Exceptions. – page 65 
  1074. Farm Markets. – page 65 
  1075. Dish Type Satellite Signal Receiving Stations. – page 66 
  1076. Buildings To Be Moved (Moveable Structures). – page 66 
  1077. Wireless Communication Antennas. – page 67 
  1078. Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS), Residential.  – page 68 
  1079. Building Grades and Lot Drainage.  – page 69 
 108. Dwelling and residential  – page 69 
  1080. One and Two Family Dwelling Standards. – page 69 
  1081. Decks. – page 70 
  1085. Home Occupations. – page 70 
  1086. Adult Foster Care Family Homes. – page 70 
  1087. Day Care Family Homes. – page 70 
  1088. Single-Family Cluster Housing. – page 71 
 109. Reserved for future use – page 72 
 
ARTICLE 12   SUBDIVISION AND CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS – page 73 
 1201. Subdivision Traffic ways, Streets and Roads. – page 73 
 1202. Subdivision Intersections. – page 75 
 1203. Subdivision Non-motorized Ways. – page 75 
 1204. Subdivision Easements Location. – page 75 
 1205. Subdivision Drainage Way. – page 75 
 1206. Subdivision Blocks. – page 76 
 1207. Subdivision Lots. – page 76 
 1208. Subdivision Lot Division. – page 76 
 1209. Subdivision Reserve Strips. – page 76 
 1210. Subdivision Required Public Improvements. – page 77  

 1211. Subdivision Guarantee of Completion of Improvements Required By the Township. – page 
78 

 1212. Subdivision Inspection of Public Improvements Under Construction.  – page 79 
 1213. Subdivision Public Improvement; Penalty; Failure to Complete. – page 79 
 1231. Condominium Application. – page 80 
 1232. Condominium General Requirements. – page 80 
 1233. Condominium Initial Information. – page 80 
 1234. Condominium Information to be Kept Current. – page 80 
 1235. Condominium Site Plans for New Projects. – page 81 
 1236. Condominium Site Plans for Expandable or Convertible Project. – page 81 
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 1237. Condominium Master Deed, Restrictive Covenants, and "As Built"Survey. – page 81 
 1238. Condominium Monuments Required. – page 81 
 1239. Condominium Compliance with Federal, State, and Local Law. – page 82 
 1240. Condominium Occupancy of Condominium Development. – page 82 
 1241. Condominium Single-Family Detached Condominiums. – page 82 
 1242. Condominium Final Documents To Be Provided. – page 83 
 
ARTICLE 16   SPECIAL LAND USE REQUIREMENTS – page 84 
 1601. Purpose – page 84 
 1602. Adult Entertainment Uses (Sexually Oriented Businesses). – page 84 
 1603. Adult Foster Care Facilities. – page 87 
 1604. Family Quarters. – page 87 
 1605. Auction Sales Establishments. – page 88 
 1066. Vehicle Sales, Storage.  – page 88 
 1607. Vehicle Filling Stations and Accessory Retail Uses. – page 88 
 1608. Vehicle Service and Repair Facilities. – page 91 
 1609. Bed and Breakfast Operations. – page 92 
 1610. Boarding Stables. – page 93 
 1611. Campgrounds. – page 94 
 1612. Car Wash. – page 96 
 1613. Cemetery. – page 96 

 1614. Churches, Synagogues, Temples, and Other Places of Worship, including other facilities 
normally incidental thereto. – page 96 

 1615. Clinics.  – page 97 
 1616. Composting Facilities (Commercial). – page 97 
 1617. Convalescent and Nursing Homes. – page 103 
 1618. Drive-in Establishments. – page 103 
 1619. Building Contractor’s Yard, including other special trade contractors. – page 104 
 1620. Golf Courses, including public and private facilities.  – page 104 
 1621. Golf Driving Ranges. – page 106 
 1622. Greenhouses/Nurseries (Commercial).  – page 106 
 1623. Day Care, Group Home.  – page 107 
 1624. Day Care Center.  – page 108 
 1625. Home Occupation.  – page 108 
 1626. Hospitals.  – page 108 
 1627. Junkyards or Salvage Yards.  – page 109 
 1628. Kennels, Commercial.  – page 110 
 1629. Landscaping, Home and Garden Centers.  – page 111 
 1630. Machine Tools, Metal Cutting, and Grinding Facilities.  – page 112 
 1631. Mini-Warehouses / Self-Storage Facilities.  – page 112 
 1632. Modular/Manufactured Home Sales.   – page 113 
 1633. Mortuary Establishments.  – page 113 
 1634. Motels.  – page 113 
 1635. Office.  – page 114 
 1636. Public Parks and Recreation Facilities.  – page 114 
 1637. Wind Energy Conversion Systems.  – page 114 

 1638. Petroleum Facilities, including production, refining, or storage of petroleum or other 
inflammable liquids.  – page 118 

 1639. Public Facilities.  – page 118 
 1640. Public Utility Buildings.  – page 120 
 1641. Recreation, (Commercial Indoor).  – page 120 
 1642. Recreation (Commercial Outdoor).   – page 120 
 1643. Recreational Vehicle Storage Facilities.  – page 121 
 1644. Research Facilities.  – page 122 
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 1645. Restaurant, Carry-Out, Fast-Food, or Drive-In (See also Drive-in Establishment).  – page 
122 

 1646. Schools, Colleges and Universities.  – page 124 
 1647. Schools, Commercial Trade.  – page 124 
 1648. Wireless Communication Support Facilities (WCSF’s).  – page 124 
 1649. Veterinary Clinics, including small animal hospitals.  – page 127 
 
ARTICLE 18 ZONING DISTRICTS AND MAP  – page 128 
 1801. Land Use Districts.  – page 128 
 1802. Identification of Official Zoning Map.  – page 128 
 1803. Supplementary District Regulations.  – page 128 
 1804. Table of Land Uses   – page 129 
 
ARTICLE 20 BIG MANISTEE RIVER CORRIDOR DISTRICT, BM-1  – page 136 
 2001. Purpose.  – page 136 
 2002. Permitted Uses.  – page 136 
 2003. Special Uses Permitted.  – page 136 
 2004. Minimums.  – page 136 
 2005. Additional Requirements.  – page 137 
 2006. Natural Vegetation Strip.  – page 137 
 2007. Removal of Logs and Debris from the River.  – page 138 
 2008. Earth Changing Activities.  – page 138 
 2009. Dredge and Fill Activities.  – page 138 
 
ARTICLE 25   WETLANDS DISTRICT, W-1  – page 139 
 2501. Purpose.  – page 139 
 2502. Uses Permitted.  – page 139 
 2503. Special Uses Permitted.  – page 139 
 2504. Minimums.  – page 139 
 2505. Additional Special Use Criteria.  – page 139 
 
ARTICLE 37   AGRICULTURAL-FOREST PRESERVATION DISTRICT, AP-1  – page 141 
 3701. Purpose.  – page 141 
 3702. Uses Permitted.  – page 141 
 3703. Special Uses Permitted.  – page 141 
 3704. Minimums.  – page 142 
 3705. Additional Special Use Criteria.  – page 142 
 3706. Seasonal Help Housing.  – page 142 
 
ARTICLE 39   MULTIPLE-USE DISTRICT, M-1  – page 143 
 3901. Purpose.  – page 143 
 3902. Uses Permitted.  – page 143 
 3903. Special Uses Permitted.  – page 143 
 3904. Minimums.  – page 144 
 
ARTICLE 40 COUNTRY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, R-2  – page 145 
 4001. Purpose.  – page 145 
 4002. Permitted Uses.  – page 145 
 4003. Special Uses Permitted.  – page 145 
 4004. Minimums.  – page 145 
 
ARTICLE 48   HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, R-1  – page 147 
 4801. Purpose.  – page 147 
 4802. Uses Permitted.  – page 147 
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 4803. Special Uses Permitted.  – page 147 
 4804. Minimums.  – page 147 
 
ARTICLE 53   COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, C-1  – page 149 
 5301. Purpose.  – page 149 
 5302. Permitted Uses.  – page 149 
 5303. Special Uses Permitted.  – page 149 
 5304. Minimums.  – page 150 
 5305. Manistee Lake Regulations.  – page 150 
 
ARTICLE 60   INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, I  – page 152 
 6001. Statement of Purpose.  – page 152 
 6002. Permitted Uses.  – page 152 
 6003. Special Land Uses.  – page 153 
 6004. Regulations and Standards.  – page 154 
 6005. Site Plan Requirements.  – page 154 
 
ARTICLE 73   HIGH RISK EROSION OVERLAY ZONE, DISTRICT OZ  – page 155 
 7301. Purpose.  – page 155 
 7302. Area Affected.  – page 155 
 7303. Boundaries of High Risk Erosion Areas.  – page 155 
 7304. Schedule of Regulations.  – page 156 
 7305. Accessory Structures.  – page 157 
 7306. Disclaimer of Liability.  – page 157 
 
ARTICLE 80   NONCONFORMITIES  – page 158 
 8000. Purpose.  – page 158 
 8001. Nonconforming regulations.  – page 158 
 
ARTICLE 82 ADMINISTRATION  – page 161 
 S8201. Administration.  – page 161 
 8202. Interpretation.  – page 162 
 
ARTICLE 84   PERMITS  – page 163 
 8401. Land Use Permits.  – page 163 
 8402. Essential Services.    – page 164 
 
ARTICLE 86 SPECIAL LAND USE CONDITIONS, REVIEW AND APPROVAL  – page 165 
 8601. Statement of Purpose.  – page 165 
 8602. Review and Approval Authority.  – page 165 
 8603. Fees.  – page 165 
 8604. Data Required.  – page 165 
 8605. Public Hearing Requirements.  – page 166 
 8606. Standards for Approval.  – page 167 
 8607. Attachment of Special Conditions.  – page 168 
 8608. Reapplication.  – page 169 
 8609. Site Plan Amendments in Conjunction with a Special Land Use.  – page 169 
 8610. Validity and Revocation of Special Land Use Permits.  – page 169 
 
ARTICLE 88 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT  – page 170 
 8801. Intent.  – page 170 
 8802. Application of Planned Unit Development Provisions.  – page 170 
 8803. Design Standards.  – page 171 
 8804. Procedure for Review and Approval.  – page 173 
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 8805. Appeals.  – page 180 
 8806. Fees.  – page 180 
 
ARTICLE 94   SITE PLAN REVIEW AND APPROVAL  – page 181 
 9401. Purpose.  – page 181 
 9402. Improvements Which Require Site Plan Approval.  – page 181 
 9403. Data Required for Site Plans.  – page 182 
 9404. Action on Site Plans.  – page 184 
 9405. Standards for Granting Site Plan Approval.  – page 185 
 9406. Site Plan Amendments.  – page 185 
 9407. Review of Condominium Projects.  – page 186 
 9408. Drawings of Record.  – page 187 
 9409. Performance Guarantees.  – page 187 
 9410. Validity and Revocation of Site Plan Approval.  – page 188 
 9411. Fees.  – page 188 
 
ARTICLE 96   ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  – page 189 
 9601. Statement of Purpose.  – page 189 
 9602. Composition.    – page 189 
 9603. Organization.  – page 189 
 9604. Jurisdiction.  – page 189 
 9605. Authorized Appeals.  – page 190 
 9606. Interpretation.  – page 192 
 9607. Procedures.  – page 192 
 9608. Review by Circuit Court.  – page 193 
 
ARTICLE 98   AMENDMENT, PENALTIES, VALIDITY  – page 194 
 9801. Amendment.  – page 194 
 9802. Penalties  – page 194 
 9806. Repeal of Ordinance.  – page 195 
 9808. Validity and Severability Clause.  – page 195 
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